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A TRIPLE 


Reconciler, 


Stating the 
CONTROVERSIES 


\ eManiſters have an Excluſroe 
power of Communaicants 
from the Sacrament. 

| Any perſons Unordained may 

Whether LAS, rrouk 


| The Lords Pra yer ought 110k 
'| to be uſed by all Chriiti- 


ans. 
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Whereunto is now added, A Sermon 
- Preached at the Collegiat Church of 
St. Peter in Weſtminſter, on the day of his late 
Majeſties inauguration. | 


By Thomas Fuller, D. D. 


Printed, and are to be ſold by Peter Parker at the 
Leg and Stay in Cornhzl, againſt the Royal 
Exchange, 1679. 
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R ioht Honorable , and truly 
virtuous Lady, ANNE 
Vicountels BarTtin- 
GLASS, the bleſſings 
of this life and 

a better. © 
MADAM, 
Fixes] His my Book addrei- 
& 3 ſerh ir elf to you, as 
=22 once the Dove to 
No an inthe Ark, bringing 
n Olive branch with three 


Tigs in the mouth thereof. 
A 23 It 


"Xn / —p—_ 


Ie i is ; of xPeaceable: nature, 
defires te: be a Peace-makey 
betwixt the oppolite parties 
in the three Controyerlies 
handled therein. My humble” 
requeſt to you is, that with 
Noan you would bepleaſed 
to put forth your hand and 
receive it into the Ark of. 
your protedtion. I know what 
ſuccels commonly attends all 
Unmpiers & Arbitrators,that 
often they loſe one, & ſome- 
timesboth of their friends be- 
twixt whom they intercede. 
Meck woles could not elcape 
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> atone two firiving Hratl- 
” t&s,the'partie'Who-did'the 
i _ froneifewithfoullanguage 
 Þonthith. 'Fexpedtthelike 
1 are-from rhr "fide which 
; Joth ws moſt ws po 
YrepareU "tb 'unU&@gb their 
Selfare, which Tal do 
with the&oreatwaalacritie, it 
theſe my weak endeavors 
may*find your favourable 
acceptance. 
*1FheLetrdblefs your Ho- 
nor with your Noble Con- 
lort,and ſanRtifie your former | 
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It is of a Peaceable nature, & 
defires te: be- a Peage-make! 
betwixt the oppoſite partie: 
in the three Controyerkie: 
handled therein. My bumbl: 
requeſt to you is , that wit! 
Noan you would be pleaſec 
to put forth your hand anc 
receive it into the Ark of 
your proteQtion. I know wha! 
fuccels commonly attends al 
Unmpiers & Arbitrators,that 
often they loſe one , & ſome 
timesboth of their friends be 
twixt whom they intercede 
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Inthiskind, bur when fecking | 


warone two firiving Hratl- 


res , the partie Who did-the 


_ wrone!fellkwithfoullanguage 


uporthith. 'Texpedtthelike 


doth the moſt injurie, and am 
preparetl "to 'unt&gb their 
Cenſure, which I ſhall do 
with *th&greatwwalacritie , if 
thele my weak endeavors 
may+find your favourable 
acceptance. | 

"1T he Leedbleſs your Ho- 
nor with your Noble Con- 
fort, and ſanRifie your former | 


abt ſuffer- 


; ſufferings, which a National 
calamitic hath caſt upoa you, | 
that your laſt days may be 
your beſt days, both in tems 
poral and ſpiritual improve. | 
ment, is the dayly defire of | 
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And the Prieſt ſhall look on him, and pro- 
nounce him unclean. 


Examination, and the Priefi 


. all 2 
The words contain an ſhall &c 
Condemnation, and pronounce 


him, &c. 


| Hich words we will handle firft 

\ \ Literally, of Corporal leprofie;. 

| then Analogicaly , to ſhew by 

proportion how far Miniſters under the 

Goſpel are inpowered to paſs cenſure on 

- the goodneſs, or badneſs of men, {o to ad- 
mit, or exclade them Gods ordinance. 

2. Bc it here premiſed that the www: 
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Livirticus 13:3» 


And the Prieſt ſhall look on him, and pro- 


nounce him unclean. 


Examination, and the PrieSi 
The words contain ad Joall ee. 


Condemnation, and pronernce 


him, &c. 


proportion how far Miniſters. under the 


Goſpel are inpowered to pals cenſure on 


the goodneſs, or badneſs of men; -{0-to ad- 


mit, or exclude them Gods ordinance. | 


2. Bc it here premiſed that the lepro- 


WY 


FHich words we will handle firſt | 
Literally, of Corporal: leproſie;. 
then Analogicaly , to ſhew by. 


2 The firſt Reconciler. 


ſte we ſpeak of,called the plague of leproſie, 
is not what proceeded from natural cauſes 
or diſtempers' (in which caſes the paticnt 
might be more properly ſent to the Phyfi- 
tian) but was immediately inflicted by 
Gods hand ;dedecus medicine , and a prin- 
cipall if not peculiar diſcaſe ro the Fews, 


not finding in the 4s, that the Apoſtles, 


when preaching to the Gerrtiles out of Pa- 
leftine , cured any of that diſeaſe. 

2. I will not ſtir a ſtep farther before I 
raiſe one obſervation. Great #& gods good- 
neſs that we Engliſh men generally, live now 
in the happy iznorance of the heigth of le- 


profie. ſay generally,a Leper is a rarity,ſome. 
tew in Cornwell cauled,as Phyfitians con- | 


ceive from the frequent. cating of fiſh new 
taken out of the ſea, I ſay mew: I confeſs 
there is ZLaFars Bath, but though the Bath 
bethere.thinks be-to God; bur few Lepers. 
Indeed ſome hundred'years ago, when the 
holy war :yva$" continued by the Engliſh, 


our” intercourſe with caſtern people in Pa- 
leftize rwade thee Jeprofie there epidemical, 


and Mish'Orw21t a Biſhop of Londen dyed 


thar 


theteof: 44n0 7085, 'Biit with the end of 


1, 
f - 


1, 


To 


The firſt Reconcilex. 3 


that War ended the leprofie of England, 
as to the generallity and malignity there- 
of, Every ſcab, or ſcurf, or ſcale,obſerving 
Tydes in the body, is not preſently the le- 
profie , but know, as the Fews had a dif- 
caſe we have not, ſo we have a diſeaſe the 
Fews had not : excuſe me for naming it, 


\ you may eaſily conceive what I would 


willingly conceal, it is the laſt rod that 
God made therewith ro whip wantonneſs, 
and which he bandſelled on the French at 
Naples ewo thouſand miles from this place. 
How came this malady to climb and clam- 
ber over the high aſpiring Alpes £ when 


| got into France? England being an Ifland 
ſecured from the diſeaſes of the continent 


how came it to ſwim over into Eng 'azd, 
did wicked Forrcigners bring it hither , or 
wanton Engliſh fetch it thence © how ever 
it was ſo, it is, and is a diſeaſe ſo much 
worſe than leproſice, as fin is worſe than 
ralferiogtawieretivs worſe than affliction, 

4. Now. ſhall we make a bricf para- 
phraſe on every word , the Prie#, not eve- 
ry ordinary Levite, but either Aaron or 


>f one of his Sons. 


at 


B 2 Duet, 


2 The firſt Reconciler. 


ſte we ſpeak of,called the plague of leprofie,.t} 
is not what proceeded from natural cauſes as 
or diſtempers' (in which caſes the patient of 
might be more properly ſent to the Phyfi- T 
tian) but was immediately inflited by pt 
Gods hand ; dedecius medicine , and a prin- ea 
cipall if .not-peculiar diſeaſe ro the Fews, F 
not finding in the 4s, that the Apoſtles, y« 
when preaching to the Gentiles out of Pa- wi 
lefline , cured any of that diſcaſe. =.” 
2. I willnot ſtir a ſtep farther before I an 
raiſe one obſervation. Great #« gods good- N, 
neſs that we Engliſh men generally, live now Hi 
in the happy iznorance of the heigth of le-be 
profee. ſay generally,a Leper is a EY Ong 
tew in Cornwell caulcd,as Phyſitians con-Hec 
ceive from the frequent. cating of fiſh newho 
raken out of the ſea, I ſay zew-: I confeſs dic 
there is LaFars Bath, but though the Bath wa 
bethere thinks be-to God; but few Lepers./it 
Indeed ſome hundred'years ago, when the wc. 
| holy war was" continued by the Engliſh, ſuf 
our' interconrſe with eaſtern people in'/Pa- 
leflize txade'the leprofie here epidemical, ph 
and Huh Ore a Biſhop of Londen dyed ty 
theteof 4hn 2085, 'Biſt with the _— On, 
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The firſt Reconciler. 3 


7; that War ended the leprofie of England, 
es as to the generallity and malignity there- 
nt of. Every (cab, or ſcurt, or ſcale,obſerving 
i- Tydes in the body, is not preſently the le- 
by profie , but know, as the Fews had a dif- 
n- caſe we have not, ſo we have a diſeaſe the 
7s, Fews had not : excuſe me for naming it, 
5, you may eaſily conceive what I would 
4- willingly conceal, it is the laſt rod that 
God made therewith ro whip wantonneſs, 
e I and which he handſelled on the French at 
d- Naples ewo thouſand miles from this place. 
ow How came this malady to climb and clam- 
le- ber over the high aſpiring Alpes « when 
megot into France ? Eneland being an Iſland 
2n-decured from the diſeaſes of the continent 
ewhow came it to ſwim over into Erg'azd, 
eſs did wicked Forreigners bring it hither , or 
1th wanton Engliſh fetch it thence © how ever 
1s..1t was ſo, it is, and is a diſeaſe fo much 
the worſe than leprofice, as fin is worſe than 
clfaeringatnainalion worſe than affliction. 
24- 4. Now ſhall we make a bricf para- 
al, phraſe on every word , the Prie#, not eve- 
ed'ry ordinary Levite, but either Aaron or 
of one of his Sons, 
14l | B--2 Aueit, 


4 The fir## Reconciley. 


One, Why was not this power rather 
committed to a corporation of Prieſts , as 
being too great a charge to be truſted in 
one perſon? why were not a veſtry of Lay- 
Elders admitted as Aſſiſtants herein. - 

And -the Prieſt herein was a Type of 
Chrift,who was to be but one Individual 
Perſon, and therefore a ſingle Prieſt alone 
was employed thercin. 

Shall look on him. But what it he were 
blind as in the caſe of E1;7? 1 Sam. 4.15. 


And the Commisſion of trying was grant- 
ed to the High Prieſts or one of his Sons, 


asitis werſ. the 2. whoin ſuch a cale was 
ro officiate for his Father. 


Look. Herein 2. things contcined , the 


inſpection of the eye, and the circumſpeCi- 


on of the judgement. For the latter the 
Prieft might not proceed on his own Arbi-: 


rrary principles, but was confined to Gods 
directions preſcribed unto him ; and prin- 
cipally he diſcovered it by 3.ſignes 1. De- 
preſſion , by the ſubſidency or the ſink- 
ing of the malady when it intrenched it 
ſelf in pits and holes made in the fleſh, 
2, Diffuſion, when the malignity thereot 

| COn- 


The firſt Reconciler. 5 


contained not it ſelf to the firſt place, but 
dilated it ſelf oyer the body. 3. Dilco- 
loration , when the hair therein was. turn- 
ed white , arguing the debility of nature, 
white commonly a colour of innocence, 
now of infetion ; commonly the livery of 
chearfulneſs,now of ſadneſs; a black white, 
ſable and ſorrowfull. 

Now whereas the Prie# was to look on 
the Party truſting no other evidence than 
his own eyes , we learn mens cenſures muſt 
not go on heare-ſays but be grounded on 


| their own knowledge. 7 will go Gen. 18. 


21. down and ſee whether they have done 
altogether, &C. ffi 
And Pronounce, him the Prieff muſt. not 


| be ſceptical and ſuſpend his verdi&t, bur 


muſt give ſentence to condemn: or ac- 


' quit. 


Pronounce. That is poſitively and : pub- 
lickly; he was not to mutter his ſentence, 
as the Popiſh Prieſts in the maſs the words 
of conſecration ,, no Clandeſtine dealing 
1n matters of publick concernment. 

Unclean. Not as the Apoſtle ſaith, no 
unclean thing ſhall enter into the Kingdom 

B 3 of 


6 The firſt Reconciler. 


of heaven ,but ceremoniouſly unclean,ſo as 
to be expelled publick ſociety. 
 Bueſtion. How came it to pals that the 
Prieſt was not infeRted therewith, ſeeing 
ſometimes ſuch was the peſtilent malignt- 
ty of the leproſie, as to taint the clothes, 
yea the walls of the houſe 2 Hard walls 
ſcarce penetrable to a bullet, yielded to the 
impreſſion of leprofic. Anſwer, he was ſe- 
cured by his calling and employment, 0- 
beying gods command in his vocation. 

_ "Dodtrane. Alawfull calling is the beſt 
Armour againſt an infe&tion. One in his 
calling is armed,our of his calling is naked; 
at leaſt laſily following his calling, his Ar- 


mour, like Ahabs, is not cloſe joynted,and 
he left woundable in the internal chinks: 
with what confidence do we (ce Brick-lay- 


ers, Carpenters, Plummers &c. clambering 
up high pinnacles, and walking in narrow 
places, where our feet cannot ſtand theirs 
will run;double the cauſe thereof, a lawfull 
calling & long cuftome which hath inured 
them thereunto. Thus ſearchers are not 
{o ſoon infected with the plague. I confeſs 
the plague is reſembled to fire, ſave thar it 

AT burn- 


The firſt Reconciler. 7 
burneth green 'wood ſooner than dry , and 
young people 'more ſubject tobe tainted 
than old ; however this is not the main 
reaſon why ſuch: ſearchers eſcape, but be- 
cauſe in their vocation. EE 

The Miniſters under the goſpel have 
not the like calling, and therefore not the 
like warrant to approach infeious per- 
ſons. And we may remember the ſtory of 
Mr. Stafford (Divinity Profeſſour in'Cam- 
bridge) who to convert Sir Henry the con- 
Jarer (the ſtory in Mr, Fox) loſt his own 
life. Come we now to the ſecond part,the 
condemnation and pronounce him unclean, 
him , be he friend or foe, high or low,with- 
out partial reſpecting of perſons. © * 

Dofrine. Gods miniſters 'ought with- 
out fear or favour to perform their office, 
neither to be frighted nor flattered. Ir 1s 
obſerved that Moſes firſt hanſelled this 
Law on his Siſter Myriam,Numb.12.15.'- 

Secondly , we finde it ſerved by Sub- 
jets on their Soveraign in the caſe of X22 
UIF1ah, 2 Chron. 26. 20. 

Obſerve herein the Przeft thruſted him out 
(ſay not that this was uncivil and unman- 
B 4 ncetly 


—— 


7269” ne Er a 


$ The firſt Reconciler. 
nerly violence) touch not mine anointed, 


ſeeing the high Prieſt did it in obedience to 
an higher Kings command , yea U3Fiah 


ſenſible of his ſta, ſaith the Text, haſted out 
himſelf. Gods ſervants left to themſelves 
may fall into fin, but when it is diſcovered 
unto them , as they run into it , if poſſible 
they would fly out of it. 
_, Doctrine., Sad and ſorrowfull the condi- 
ti03 of a ſequeſtred Leper.Indeed ſome of us 
have been ſequeſtred , and bleſſed be God 
we have born our yoke in our youth, hope- 
ing that more freedom. is reſerved for our 
old age, but our ſequeſtration is not to 
be named with that of a leper, whoſe ſad- 
neſs conliſteth in four particulars. 

Firſt , they were debarred the acceſs to 


the place of Gods publick worſhip, and 


might not approach the Temple ,. nor be 


preſent at their ſacrifices , nor partake of 


the Paſsover. 
Secondly, they were debarred from the 
embraces of their neareſt relations. 
Thirdly , they could not expe&t cure 
but by miracle. Heavens hand, which laid 
1t 0n, could onely take it off: nor was a le- 


per. 


N 
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_ The firſt Recomciler. 9 
per capable of the benefit of the pool of 


Betheſda , not but that undoubtedly cured 
| if caſt firſt into it, bur becauſe thoſe por- 


ches Fohn 5. 3. Contained onely the im- 
potent, blinde, halt, withered. 

Queſtion. Wherher lepers were admit- 
ted into the ſociety. 

Fourthly , dying lepers they were not 
buried with other people. Thus VJJ41ah, 
2 Chron.26.23.Was buried with his Fathers 
in the field belonging to the Kings, for they 
ſaid he was a Leper, in the ſuburbs of 
the place of ſepulture, | 

This ſerveth for a ſufficient warrant to 
juſtifie this City in a practiſe which ſome 
do behold as over rigid and ſevere , name- 
ly the ſhutting up of infected perſons at 


_ the beginning of the plague 3 ſome would 


have the fick and the ſound to go promil- 
cuouſly together, as they do at Grazd 
Cairo in Egypt. Indeed if they be poor 
to ſhut them up in their houſes and to 
ſhur up relief from them is murder , other- 
wiſc if well conſidering,thuy have no caulic 
of juſt offence who ſo are ſhut up from 
publick ſociety. 

Here 


x0 The firſt Reconciler. 


Here give me leave to take an occaſion 


ro raiſe the gratitude of this City to God. 
He that with Feſs paſleth for an old man 
in Lozdoz, cannot remember it 'ſo long 
without the plague, this City was never 
more populous , ſurely there being more 
hives there are as many Bees:dayly increaſe 
of houſes argues no decreaſe of Houle- 


holds. Secondly, never more filth, the , 


kennels and ſtreets are not kept more clean 
than before. Thirdly,never more ſinfull,as 
much pride as ever though removed from 
thoſe whoſe births till may , and whoſe 


ſtate did once countenance gallantry to. 


ſuck who growing great will grow gaudy 
in an inſtant. SP 
GraciousGods goodneſs,who ſentChriſt 
inthe fleſh ro cure both our corporal and 
ſpiritual leproſie: I ſhall confine this daycs 
Sermon according to promiſe, onely to 
corporal leproſfic : Herein obſerve the firſt 
particularized miracle, having the circum- 


ſtances thereof related in the firſt goſpel. 


which our Saviour did,was on a leper Mat. 
8.2. 4nd he gave him in charge to ſhew him- 
ſelf to the Prieſt, and to offer the gift which 

Moſes 


<= 0 as5©Z 


NM OS ic 9. 0 O09 08 N00" 


| pany together) Luke 17. 12. ten ata time, 


The firſt Reconciler, II 


Moſes eammanded for a teſtimony unto 
them. A teſtimony not ſo much ro teſtifie 
that the party was not palliately but per- 
fetly cured, but for a teſtimony to the 
Prieſt to evidence to them, that Chriſt was 
come in the fleſh, the expe&ted Mesſia , as 


appeared by his miracles, and had they 


not been willingly and willfully blind, 
barring and bolting their eyes againſt the 
beams of truth, they could not but be 
ſenſible that the Saviour of mankind was 
come.Surely the ſacrifice for the cleanſing 
the Lepers Levit. 14. 4. formerly ſeldom 
uſed, when God.thrifty of his miracles,was 
pleaſed now and then to drop down one 
from Heavex,began now to be ſo ordinary 
with thePrieſts, that it could not but mind 
them that the Mesſfah was come. 
Secondly , Chriſt cured more lepers ar 
once than of any other diſeaſe ;.Chriſt cu- 
red two blinde men together ,, Math. 9.27. 
two men pofleſſed with Dive!s, Math.8.28. 
whilſt he healed a whole ſocicty of Lepers 
(poor people being parted from all others, 
it was ſome comfort to them to keep com- 


on 
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on that ſad token that nine of them proo- | 


ved unthankfull. 

Thirdly, in the Commiſsi0n to the D/- 
ſeiples, Math.20.8. Heal the jick, it follows, 
cleanſe the Lepers, he caring of that ma- 
lady alone (with the caſting ont of Divels) 
are expreſſed in particular words, all the 
reſt in general terms Either ro ſhew that 
more than ordinary power was requiſite 
forthe healing thereof,or that /eproſie-cure- 
zng was their proper and peculiar maſter- 
piece, to evidence to all, that they were ſent 
by him whoſe calling was to cure the le- 
profic of our ſouls. 


To One we .now to handle theſe 
words Analegically conceiving 
them of ſufficient latitude, to give us juſt 
occaſion to enter on the enquiry,whether 
Gods Miniſters under the goſpel have a ſuffi- 
cient commiſsien to examin, and exclude 
Perſons from the Sacrament. Burt firſt let 
me acquaint the Audience with the integri- 
ty of my intentions herein. 
2. There wasa ſe of Philoſophers call- 
ed Kxxiurino, which were none of the four 
| | Elemental 
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| Elemental ſetts of ftoicks,Peripateticks, Aca- 
demicks 8 Epicures. Theſe would be bound 


to no one Opinion that any of the other 
maintained;only they would be leftart large 
ro pick 8 choſe what they conceived ſound 
and folid in any of their opinions,refufing 
the reſt what they eſteemed otherwiſe.Ina 
word,theſe Ecledtici were the 2uint-eſſence 
of the former four Ses of Philoſophers. 

3. I intend in like manner to be 2 
Chooſer in this point. ( Grand the difference 
betwixt a Chooſer, and a Seeker of our age, 
the former is poſitzve, the latter ſceptical, 
hovering over all, ſerling on nothing) I 
know no reaſon that we. are bound to take 
one and all in any perſwaſion. Three great 
Intereſts may be named in EZxgland, one 
that was the Prelatical, one that is the 
Presbyterian, one that would be the 7nde- 
pendant. I ſhall embrace what I findin 
any of their praiſes commendable , and 
conſonant to Gods word, making uſe of my 
Chriſtian liberty, to leave the reſt which in 


my weak judgement may ſeem ſubje& to 


juſt exception. 
2, Propoſition , there is 10 pregnant 
place 
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place of Scripture which expreſly impower- 
eth the Miniſters of the goſpel with anthori- 
ty of Examination and Excluſion from the 
Sacrament : | have looked for it in the 
place where I was moſt likely to finde it, 
namely, 1 Cor. 11. where Saint Paul at 
| large condemnneth the abuſes at the Sacra- 
ment in their Charch. Here I expected the 
Corinthian Miniſters ſhould have been 
checkt tor keeping no ſtridter guard about 
Gods Table,and that the main fault of this 
prophaneneſs ſhould be charged on their 
negligence. What ſaid David to Abner 
1 Sam. 26. 16, When he fctcht the Spear 
and Cruſe of water , from the head of ſleep- 
3n2 Sal! Ye are worthy to die , becauſe you 
have not kept your maſter , the Loxdsanoint- 


ed, ſacha ſharp reproof I expected from 


S. Paul to the miniſters of Corinth for 
being no more vigilant (as being Gods life- 
guard)in ſecuring the. Body and bloud of 
Chriſt from unworthy Communicants. But 


nor the leaſt check to them, onely.a_ gene- 


ral exhortation to- others 'to -examin 

themſelves. EI 
2. Propoſition there are ſome places of 
Scrip- 
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Scripture which by proportion and conſe- 
quence do more than probably inſinuate ſuch: 
a power in the Miniſter, Firſt for examining 


* Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the rule 


over you, and ſubmit yeur ſelves, for they 
watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give 


' account that they may do it with joy, and not 


with grief, for that is unprofitable for you. 
God foreſceing that in after-ages the Mz- 
ziſter in a Church might be but 0xe , the 
Pariſhioners many , he perchance poor, they 
rich, he poſſibly young, they grave, and an- 
cient , ſaw there would be an humour of 
oppoſition in them to ſubmit to their Pa- 


ſrour . and therefore thought it neceſſary 


to leave this command on record. Noiv the 
beſt Auditour cannot give an account of 
them whole receipts and expences he hath 
not- examined, and therefore by conſe- 
quence it may be collected that they may 
and muſt try the conditions and abilities 
of their-people, Prov.27.21. Be thou dili- 
gent to know the ſtate of thy Flocks,and look 

well to thy heards. 
6. Secondly, for Excludins, where 
be it premiſed, that if an Examining power 
| can 
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can be' demonſtrated in the «+ - craſh 2 
power of Excluſion doth by neceſſary and 
undeniable conſequence follow thereupon: 
For the Miniſters Examination would be 
alcogether uſeleſs,if ſuch,who thereby ſhall 
be: detefted unfitting or unworthy may in 
defiance of the Miniſter, intrude them- 
ſelves Communicants to the Sacrament. 
If therefore the Miniſters' Examination be 
as a weapon without an edge, and be onely 
ro make a noiſe without any further power, 
It would render him ridiculous to Prophane 
pe: ſons, and expolc his pains and profesſion 
ro contempt. Surely therefore, his Exami- 
mationis ſeconded and attended with au- 
thority to admit and exclude from the S4- 
crament., as he findeth perſons fit or unfit 
for the ſame. Fs 

7. Of places importing an Excluding 
power, many infiſt on the 2 Chron,23. 19. 
Ana Fehojada ſet the Porters at the gates 
of the houſe of the Lord, that none,which was 
wnclean in any thing (hold enter inc. ' 


8. In the zew Teſtament many alleadpe, 


Matth, 7.6. Give not that which i holy anto 


 doggs, What more holy than the Body and 


Bloud 
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Bloud of Chri# in the Sacrament , who 
more Dogs, more Swzne than thoſe wiltul- 
ly wallow in wickedneſs ? 

To theſe add the wotds of my Text, 
And the Prieſt ſhall look on him , There is 
Examination, and pronounce him unclean, 
there is Excluſion, Yer let not too much 
improvement be made of thoſe words,leſt 
they ſtretch ſo far as to break. Tt the pro- 
portion be applied in all particulars , the 
Hith Prieſt alone , being impowered with 
this authoritie, will advance the Hzierarchi- 
chal power farther than ſuch as make uſe 
of this place will well approve. 

o0bjed?. You have our of ignorance or 
envic, concealed one of the moſt effeual 
Scriptures in the New Teſtament, inſtructing 
Miniſters with an Examining power of all 
in.the Flock, namely, 1. Pct.3.15. Be rea- 
die always to give an anſwer to every one 
that asketh you a reaſon of the hope of that 
#s in you with meekneſs ind fear. It ſeems 
you are willingly ignorant (to uſe the Apo- 
file's phraſe ) of this Text ſo pertinent ro 
the purpole. 

Anſw, I know many behold it as the 

C Cham- 
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Champion of their cauſe,and have uſed it to 
order their refrattorie Pariſhioners into Ex- P 
amination. For my own part I look on it {c 
as nothing to the purpoſe. It is better to 
fight naked, than with bad Armour. Fol 

the rags of a bad Corcelet, make a deepe! 
wound, and worſe to be healed than thi © 
bullet it ſelf. None ſuch foes to a cauſe as *f 


} by 


mentis non cozentibus,with reaſons of ſuc 
m 


ſtrength which compel ot a rational mar 
into the free belicf of them. The words,a 
appears by the coherence, are principally 
calculated for the Climate of perſecu 
tion , when men ſuffer for righteouſneſ 
ſake, and enjoyn all a free and fearleſs pro 
feſſion of the Faith, when called thereunto 
Beſides, the command being general, Mi: 
nifters are as much obliged thereby to give 
an anſwer to their Parithioners , if asking 
them as Pariſhioners, are bound to give ar 
account thereof to the Miniſter : And 
therefore I purpoſly declined the mentior 
of this place. 

3 Propoſ. Children , Mad-men, 14diots, 
during their condition , are not to be ad- 

| mitted 


d: 
fr 


To 


b 
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t to fnitted to the Sacrament, The reaſon is 
-x. plain, becauſe they cannor perform an Eſ- 
n it ſential requiſite thereunto , namely , ex4- 
. to min themſelves. But when ſuch Children 
Eo, ſhall arrive at years of diſcretion. Mad- 
pet 10er ſhall, by Gods bleſſing on Phyſick , or 
tþ; otherwiſe, either return to their Lucide in- 
2; Fervals, or be totally cured of their diem- 
ou Df Idiots, ( which ſeldom comes to paſs) 
7c} be enlarged in their underſtandings, they 
12r. May be admittedCommunicants.Till when, 
\ the Church, as Guardian in their minoritie; 
doth not finally withhold the Sacrament 

' from, but ſcaſonably reſerveth it for them. 
ſi 4 Propoſ. Toung Perſons utterly igno- 
rant in the Principles of Religion , are not to 

be admitted to the Sacrament till improved 
Aj, in knowledge.) Yet Miniſters ought to be 
very tender in this particular, leſt they 
miſtake ſmall yer true knowledge for utter 
ignorance. Know,that we have no certain 
ſtandard in Scripture ro meaſure peoples 
knowledge by. "There is not ſet down the 
minimum ut ſic,che leaſt and loweſt degree 
of knowledge which putteth one into a 
4. communicating capacitie , which ſhould 
ad C 2 make 
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make Miniſlers the more favourable , eſpe- ft 
cially to ſuch who discover a defire of in- thi 
formation. Leſt alſo the more heat plead 
for the /eſs light, ſuch as are conſcientious 
in their converſations. ne! 
5 Propof. Perſons af7ually or wirtuall 
excommunicated Curante ſtatu, are to be ex- 
cluded the Sacrament. For we behold them 
as no Members of the Church at all , but in 7:4 
the language of the Apoſtle, 1. Tim. 1.20. fn 
aeclivered unto Satan, Now 1. Cor.10.21. bu 
Te cannot be partaker of the Lords table, and int 
of the table of devils. Surely ſuch who arclel 
delivered to him arc Satans gueſts, and in 
commons with him , untill on the publick the 
confeſſion of his fault in pradical, or pro- in 
teſion of his faith in do#rinal offences,they un 
be reſtored to the Congregation. pre 
Secondly, Perſons virtually excommu- thi 
nicated, by whom T underſtand ſuch who ſo; 
wallow in a notorious ſin excommunicable mt 
in it ſelf, though the ſentence be not (o- to 
lemnly pafſed upon them. I ſay, notorious fo1 
ſin. Bleſſed be God, ſurreptitions ſins of vir 
infirmitie do not render us incapable of the to 
Sacrament; If they did, Gods table would fic 
ſtand 
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pe- ftand utterly unfurniſhed , without any ei- 
in- ther to Adminiſter or Receive thoſe holy 
ad Myſteries. 
zus Now ſins muſt be notorious two man- 
ner of ways, 

ly I. Ouoad naturam. 
X - 2. Quoad notitiam. 
em Firſt quo ad naturam , the fin being hoy- 
in zible and hainorns in its own nature , ſuch a 
©. ſinas is not onely mortal, as all fins are, 
I. but mortiferum , if Gods mercie doth not 
nd interpole: an enumeration whereof is need- 
releſs as generally known. 

in By the way there is a notorious finin 
ck the nature thereof , which notwithſtanding 
o- in defiance of oppoſition, forceth his acceſs 
ey unto the Sacrament , namely the ſin of op- 

preſsion. How great this is,doth appear by 

4- the words of Solomon, Ecclel. 7. 7. Oppreſ- 
10 ſion maketh a wiſe man mad ;, that is, Wile 
le men being oppreſſed above their ſtrength, 
)- to comport therewith , oft-times break 
z forth into mad extravazancies. Now ha- 
ff ving formerly ſhewed how Mad-men are 
e to be prohibited the Communioz , quod et- 
d ficit tale magis eſt tale. What makes ſo, is 
d G3 more 
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more ſo. Oppreſſors ſure ought not to re; 
ceive.But alas! in all ages ſuch their power, 
that if pleaſed , they will command their 
own paſſage to the Communion 1n ſpight of 
the Miniſters oppoſition , God alone being 
able to puniſh their preſumption therein. 
Secondly,the fin muſt be notorious,qu. 
4d notitiam , (o that general cogniſance i: 
Taken thereof, to the publick ſcandal of thi 
Congregation, If it be done in a corne 
known to few, no pregnant proof nor pub 
lick appearance thereof , the admiſſion o 
ſuch an offender,is ſo far from being offen 
five to the Church, that the excluſion 0 
him, will rather be ſcandalous : But wher 
notice of the fault is arrived at many , anc 
the noyſe thereof at more, amounting to : 
conſiderable part of the Congregation, ci 
ther in qualitie or number ,'there lyeth 
juſt prohibition againſt the receiving 0 
ſuch an offender. | 
. When therefore the drunk ard ſhall hol 
his quaffing-cup in the one hand, and ye 
deſire to take the Chalice in the other, whe 
he ſhall maliciouſly vow to ſhed the blou 
of his Brother, and yet in the next "_— 
7 | defir 
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: defire the bloud of play to be tendered 


| unto him. When men 
\ from their luſt, or reeling in their drunken- 


; zeal, forbid them partake of the Sacra- 
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all come reeking 


neſs; when any offender with the Adultereſs 

ohn 8. 3- iaauvTapue, and with Cosbie and 
Zimri (hall boldly brave out a ſin; the Mi- 
niſter may and muſt , with well tempered 


ment, 

This libertie was allowed the Miniſters 
under the Epiſcopacie by the words of the 
o* : _—_ * [n the Or- 

Rubrick. And if any of thoſe be an open and , eas | 

notorious evil liver, ſo that the congregation Adminifire- 
by him is offended, or have done any wrong *0n of the 
to his neighbour by word or deed, the Curate, oat thee 
having knowledge thereof, ſhall call him,and declare him- 
advertiſe him in any wiſe not to preſume to 4b 2 bo eo 
come t0 the Lords table, untill he have openly to, - ſom | 
declared himſelf to have truly repented and #5 be conve- 
amended his former naughtie life , that the _— 
Congregation may thereby be ſatisfied, which 
afore were eſteemed , and he have recom- 
penced the partie whom he hach done 
wrong unto. 

Now becauſe onely ſins notorious , quo 
44 notitiam , disable a Communicant from 


C 4 the 
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a amee: + Firiar ie 
is that Hypocrites in all ages will repair thi- 


ther in deſpight of the greateſt caution: Let 
the Lords board be raled about never ſo 
high, never ſo low, never ſo cloſe, yet Hy- 
pocriſie will either climb over it , or creep 
under it, or wind it ſelf through it. The 
black devil may, the white devil never will 
be kept out of Chriſtian Congregations. 

| Propoſ. 6. Young people, be they never 
ſo great or gracious, are at firſt to be ex- 


amined by the Miniſter before admitted to | 


the ſacrament.Moſt Noble Theophilus may 
be an inſtance hereof, Luk. 1. 4. that thou 
mayſt know the certaintie of thoſe things 


wherein thou haſt been'inſtrutted, .1.catechi- | 


ſed. And although it apears not in theText 
that ſuch catechiſeng of him was done by 
the Miniſter , yet it is cafe to prove out of 
primitive antiquitie , that Catechumeni was 
a degree of young Chriſtians Candidates 
for the ſacrament. wa. 
| Hereit were to be wiſhed, that Miniſters 
queſtions in this caſe might be confined, if 
not to facramental.,yet to ſoul-concernment. 
They are not to come to the people as the 
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Queen of Sheba did to Solomon, to urge 


' them with hard queſtions, 1. Chror. 9. 1. 


nor to propound riddles to them as did 
Sampſon to his thirtie Compantons , Judges 
14. 32. but onely to demand of them ſuch 
eſſential points of Rel:zg70y, the not know- 
ing, or ill holding whercof , maimeth the 
vitals of the ſoul of a Chriſtian. 

I ſpeak it upon the complaint of thoſe 
(whoſe report with me is above exception) 
how many difficult, yet frivolous queſtions 


| have been propounded unto them; as what 


God did before he created the world? 
Where the ſoul of LaFarns was in the three 
days interval, whileſt his bodie lay in the 


' grave? A queſtion which he who pro- 


pounded it, I believe was as ignorant of,as 
rhe partic to whom it was propounded, 
Others have been roo ſterz, and moroſe 
in not accepting true and pertinent anſwers, 
if not coming up to the very top of what 
was demanded. Thus when one was ask- 
ed what God was, the partie no leſs mo- 
deſtly than truly replyed, God & a Sprrit,to 
whom the Miſter returned, and ſo is the 
devil too; enough to daſh and diunt a foft- 
mT h 
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ly ſpirit which rather deſerved encourage- 


*roz 44, Ment. * It is reported of Biſhop 


& mon. Hooper, that worthy Martyr, in the 


pag:1593 days of Queen Mary (and a Cart-. 
wricht before Mr. Cartwright, T mean the 


great Patron of non-Conformiſts ) that when 
an honeſt C:tiFer, in a conflit of conſci- 
ence came to his door for Counſel, being a- 
baſhed at his auſtere behavieur,he durſt not 
come in, but departed,ſceking remedie for 


his troubled mind at other mens hands. We 
ſee good men may be faultic in this parti- | 
cular, and many modeſt people, examined | 


by rigorous Paſtors may be frighted into 
_— or forgetfulneſs, or filence of 
thoſe very things which formerly they 
knew, remembered, and could expreſs. 
Propoſ. 7. Such who once have been 


_— 


admitted by the Miniſter to the Communi-. 


on, are not afterwards to be excluded the 
ſame,except ſince their firſt admiſſion they 
=_ be challenged of ſome notorious de- 
fection from the Faith, or corruption in man- 
ners. And if they can be challenged , they 

fall under our former exception. 
This laſt Propoſition is grounded on 
nat 
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that Foundation which tew of the Presbyte- 
rian pattie uſe to denie, name y, that they, 
who once have ſaving kiiowledge, always 
have it; and are rather finally improved 
than impared therein, Pſalm 92. 14. They 
ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit , they ſhall be fat 
and flouriſhinz. A Miniſter cheretore ought 
charitably to preſume ( nothing appearing 
to the contrarie) that the ſouls of his peo- 
ple move a progrefive, not a retrograde 
motion in pietie : eſpecially if he conſtant- 
ly and conſcionably praycth for them and 
preacheth amongſt them. 
I ſay ſuch are.not of zeceſs:tie to be re- 
examined by the Miniſter. Indeed, if out: 
of humilitie they will tender themſelves of 
their own accord to their Miniſter , and 
ſubmit to a ſecond examination, (or as oft- 
en as they pleaſe to receive) the ſacramert, 
I commnd their meekneſs, and account it 
an acceptable offering in the eyes of God. 
However their a ought not to be obliga- 
forie to all others , ſo as to be preſſed tq 

that which ſome voluntarily did pertorm. 
Uſe 1. To confute ſuch who are over- 
remiſs in adminiſtering the ſacrament , re- 
qut- 
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quiring no more than the general profeſſi* > 
on of Chriſtianitie, a reverend poſture of t| 
the bodie, & a hand reached out to receive, - 
to qualifie one for a Communicant. Theſe m 
make the Lords table a Fandocheon, an 5G, 
Tane to entertain all, & Chriſt ro keep opes © 
houſe at the Sacrament;and yet we may ob- Þb 
ſerve a great difference between the places d 
_ of Chriſt preaching, and adminiſtering the d 
ſacrament. He preached often fub dio, in @d 
the open air where nothing confined his 4d 
woice but his voice, as extending audible (at | tl 
leaſt znteliz7ible) no farther. Thus Matth. © 
5.1.He went up into a mountain and preach. 
ed. Matth. 13. 2. He went into a Ship and © 
ſate , and the whole multitude Hood on the p 
ſhore. But when he adminiſtered the Sacra- N 
ment t fome ſelect perſons , then he made uu 
choice Mar. 14. 15. of an upper chamber 
trimmed and prepared, purpoſely made readie 
for them, of far leſs latitude, and receipt as #4: 
capable, onely of the company intended | 
preſent at that exerciſe. To ſhew the ex- 
renliveneſs of the Word to all that pleaſe a 
ro hear the ſame, the conzraitedneſs of the © 
Communiqn , confined onely to ſuch asin # 
{ome 
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ſome meaſure are fitted for the receiving 


thereof. 


The maintainers of this Opinion of pro- 


' miſcuous Cimmunions, proceed upon a dou- 


Ble error. Firſt, on the example of Fudas, 
one of the worſt of men, yet not thought 


bad enough by Chri# himſelf to be exclu- 


ded the ſacrament. Here they take that for 
decided which is diſputed, that for conclu- 


ded which is controverted , adhuc ſub Fu- 


dice lis eſt, it hangeth as yet on the file, and 


the number and worth of ancient Writers 


on the negative, are almoſt even with thoſe 
which affirm his receiving. But ſuppoſe he 


\ did receive the ſacrament, ( which in my 


particular opinion I do believe ) it maketh 


nothing for the advantage of thoſe which 


urge it inthis behalf. 

For, Firſt, F#44s was compleatly quali- 
fied for a Communicant., firſt with know. 
ledge, whereof he had too much,except he 
had uſed it better, whoſe eminent parts 
were like unto thoſe torches and lanthorns 
abuſed by him to apprehend and betray - 
our Saviour. Secondly, with ſuch ſeeming * 
holineſs , that none of his Fellow-diſciples 

could 
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could deteſt , or did ſuſpe&t him for un- 


faithfulneſs : Elſe needleſs had the queſti- 
on been of Fohn to Chriſt , John 13. 25. 
Lord who ts it « had he not carried it fo 
cunningly that no common jealouſfie cen- 
tred on him as a T7a7tor 79 intention. 

\ Objed?. Chriſt as God knew Fudas to be 
an Hipocrite and a Devil, and yet he would 
not denie him the ſacrament, to ſhew, that 
the worſt and wickedeſt of men may be 
admitted thereunto. 


Anſw. Indeed as God he knew it, but it 


is queſtionable whether he communicated 
this knowledge to his humanitie, and if ſo, 


yet might not be pleaſed to take notice 
thereof at the inſtant of Inſtituring the ſa- 


crament. Becauſe therein Chriſt would do 
nothing but what ſhould be precedential to 
poſteritic ro imitate : as intending that 


meer men ſhould afterwards follow him in 


the Miniſterie. 

The Second falſe principle that the F- 
trons of Promiſcuons ſacraments proceed 
upon is this, that the Lords ſupper is as well 
a converting, as a confirming Ordinance, 
from whom (till we be better informed _ 

mul 


The firſt Reconciler. 31 


muſt be forced to diſſent. Here, far be it 


from us to minorate or leflen the efficacie 
and operativeneſs of the meancft of Gods 
Ordinances, and on the other fide, we muſt 
be wary, leſt we extend their power too far, 
to the endangering of peoples ſouls. 

The Word of God is the onely ordinaric 
means of coxverſion known unto us. This 
pearl, though caſt before [wie , may turn 
the ſwine into the ſheep, and by Gods bleſ- 
{ing, alter and better their propertie. Nor 


\ ls any other previous qualification requi- 


red by an Auditor of Gods word,but mcer 
hearing the ſame, which may pur life into 
thoſe who were dead in treſpaſles, in fins, 


; Bur Food and Phyfick ( for ſuch is the ſ4- 


crament) it not given to ſuch who have life 
to take and digeſt them,is altogether uſe- 
leſs. The firſt muſt have faith 8 repentance 
who expect to reap any benefit thereby, 
Objeft. The ſacrament is allo a convert- 
ing means , becauſe in the adminiſtration 
thereof, many excellent paſſages of Scrip- 
ture are intermingled. Formerly,when the 
Liturgie was in full practice, ſeveral Texts 


of moſt ſignal comfort were interwoyen 


by 


ek 


"a. 


6 
F 


32 The firſt Reconciler. 
by the Miniſter in his preparative adareſſes. 


thereunto, Matth. 11. 28. Come unto.me all. 
that travel, &c. John 3. 16. So God loved. 


the world, 8c. 1.Tim. 1.15. The & 4true 
ſaying, and worthy, &c. 1. John 2. 1, 2. If 
any mai ſin, we have an advocate with the 


Father, &c. Now theſe paſſages of Gods 


word (which ever hath a converting vigo- , 
rous virtue in iz) may on a ſudden ſurprile 
the ſoul of a notorious ſinner preſent at the 
Sacrament, & effectually work an amend- 


ment in him. And although, fince the abo- 
liſhing of the Z2turzte, the reading of rthoſc 
numerical plces be disuſed ,' yer one may 
confidently preſume, that no Mznifter of 
che Presbyterian perſwajion, doth or can {0- 
lemnly adminiſter the Sacrament ,' but in 
his prayers before and after the ſame he 


infertcth ſelect Scriptures to that purpoſe. 


wherefore the receiving of the Sacrament, 


If nor in it ſelf, by neceſſarie conſequence, 


as attended with Scripture (in the due cele- 
bration thereof )is a converting Ordinance, 


and therefore an uſurparion to forbid any, 


the worſt of men admirtance thereunto. 
Anſw. The Word of God looſeth the con- 
| Vert- 


$ 
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werting power thereof , when uſed againſt 
the word of God , I mean, when applyed 
contrarie to thoſe direftions, which the 
Scripture commendeth unto us. For every 
Communicant is commanded to cxamin 
himſelf, and to diſcern the Lords bodie, 
and to cat the ſame worthily, Duties 


- Which meer unconverted perſons, in the 


ſtate of nature , are utterly unable to per- 
form. Theſe things are not to be wrought 
there, but brought thither. Indeed the $4- 
crament will multiplie, but not make in- 
creaſe, but not create grace in the hearts 
of Receivers. Such therefore, who come 
not qualified for Communicants,cannot ex- 

ct converting from the ſacrament , be- 
cauſe they break the Word of God in ap- 
pearing there. As for thoſe excellent paſ- 


| ſages of Scripture, uſed by MiniFers offici- 


ating in the ſacrament , it is to be feared 
they will rather turn the ſayour of death 
unto death, and give Satan a larger power 
over thoſe unconverted perſons which 
preſs to thoſe myſteries. E | 
Uſe 2. It confutes thoſe who! are too 
rigid inadminiſtering the Sacrament,deny- 

ing 
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ing it to all thoſe who will not ſubmit, ., 
themſelves to their examination, though: 
formerly they have been examined and ad- 
mitted, and fince ſtand charged with no. 
fault proved or ſuſpected , ſave onely they 
call it ſtubbornneſs or reſolution, recuſan- þ, 
cie to be re-examined. ſeg 
Here let none think, that out of the ſpi-' 
rit of frowardneſs I will fully oppoſe their þ,;, 
Opinions, or that our of anger or discon-, ,, 
tent I may favour ſome modern licencious |. 
extravagancies. I * remember a »p,, 43 be 
ſtorie of the Ladie Katharine & Mon. Iy t 
Brandon, Dutcheſs of Suffolk , 04:2979% f 
which may be applied to my occaſions, plis 
When every Ladie at an entertainment ' 
was to chooſe whom ſhe loved beſt, and ſo p,, 
place themſelves, the Dutches, becauſe not ,,,, 
allowed to chooſe her own Husband (4 ,,,, 
againſt the laws of the feaſt ) rook Stever ger 
Gardiner by the hand, whom ſhe perfectly pp. 
hated; with theſe words , 1f 1 may not ſil ,,, 
down with him whom T love beſt, T have cho pal 
ſen him whom T love worſt. allo 
Not to diſſemble in the fight of God 4; 
and man. I do ingenuouſly proteſt , _ : tials 
afte 
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affe& the Epiſcopal Government ( as it was 
conſtituted in its ſelf, abating ſome corrup- 
tions which time hath contracted ) beſt of 
any other, as conceiving it moſt conſonant 
to the word of God , and practice of the 
Primitive Church. Bat ſeeing it hath plea- 
ſed God to ſet by Epiſcopacze for the pre- 
ſent , ( whether or no aim reſumend: to 
him alone is known ) Far be it from me 


* tocloſe with ſuch , whom I confeſs I love 


the worſe; thoſe Pradticers of ſo much li- 
bertie in the Church, that it tendeth direct- 
ly to confuſion , and whoſe disorderly Or- 
der deſerves not the name of any Diſci- 


pline. 


But I know that Religion and learning 
hath flouriſhed under the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment in France , Germanie, the Low- 
countreys. Iknow many worthy Champions 
of the Truth, bred and brought up under. 
the ſame. I know the 920 Learned and 
moderate Engliſh Divines ( though Epiſco- 


pal in their callings and judgements) have 


allowed the Reformed Churches under the 
diſcipline for ſound and perfect in all eſſen- 
Llals neceſſarie ro ſalvation, If therefore 

D 2 de- 


PY 


36 The firſt Reconciler. 


denied my firſt defire to live under that | 
Church-Government I beſt affected , I will 
contentedly conform to the Presbyterian 


Government, and endeavour to deport my 
ſelf quietly and comfortably under the 
{ame. 


This premiſed { to prevent perſonal ex-. 
ceptions againſt my judgement) I am bold 


to ſay, That the excluding perſons from 


the ſacrament on this ſcore alone, for Re- 


cuſancies in point of re-examination, hath 
| been the mother of much miſchief in the 
Church. 


Firſt, it hath brought an ndervaluing 


opiuion on the ſacrament it ſelf,as if 1t were 
not ſo neceſlarie for rhe growth of grace as 


heretofore was generally preached and be- 


lieved. Lay-people ( which phraſe 1 uſe not 
for any fondneſs I have thereunto, but be- 
cauſe generally uſed and underſtood)ſeeing 
Conſcientious Miniſters debar their people 


thoſe holy Myſteries, meerly for a ceremo- 
nious matter,begin to think, that rece/zving. 


is but a matter of indifferencie, which may 
or may not be uſed without great gain or 
loſs to the ſoul, | 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, it. hath made ſacraments to be 

long disuſed in ſome places, to the great 
orice f of many godly perons. I could neyer 
read that paſſage A#Zs 27. 33. but with ad- 
miration. Th# day, ſaith Panl, is the four- 
teenth day which ye have tarried and conti- 
ned fa(ting, having taken nothing. Strange 
that life could conſiſt with ſo long abſti- 
nencie. I confeſs, men in the Southern 
parts have not ſo a#ive ſtomachs , as ex- 
tended & extenuated with heat. I confeſs 
alſo, that having,as one may ſay, a ſurfet of 
ſorrow, they had no mind to mear; as little 
joying to feed themſelves as to feed fiſhes; 
expecting dayly to be drowned. Yet all 
things put together, we cannot underſtand 
their fourteen days faſting otherwiſe, but 
that in ſucha term they made no ſet and 
ſtanding meals. They did not comfortably 
enjoy themſelyes at any juſt refect0z ; but 
fed privately and curſorily as their occail- 
ons would give them leave, without any 
delight, meerly for the maintenance of na- 
cure. 

But behold a greater wonder , for ten 
years, I dare boldly ſay , ſome Parzfhes in 

D'z--. _ this 
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this C:tie have faſted from the Sacrament. | 

I will not excuſe the peeviſhneſs of ſuch | 
people, who on the punt7:lio of reexamina- x 
tion deprive themſelves of ſo great a bene-' x 
fit, But that the guilt may fall the. lighter «x 
on either, let it even be parted berwixt y 
both PaFHor and People as faultic herein. I x 
know not what hard ſhift ſuch people have  / 
made(perchance privately in their houſes, 

ro elſe in other Pariſhes ) to be clandeſtine 1 
communicants,as T may term them,what 7u#-, © 
#nz-meals they have made I know nor, ſure | 
I am they have nor ſat down at Gods t 
board in their own Pariſh for many years,a p 
wonder indeed if well colidered. However, { 
this is moſt injurious,if the Drozes will not, g 
feed , that the Bees ſhould be famiſhed. 
That be far from you my Brethren to do af- 
ter this manner, to tarve the riehteons with 
the wicked , and that the rizhteous ſhould be x 
as the wicked , that be far from you. What + 
if ſuch the fault-worthy ſlubbornneſs ot 2 
ſome as not to ſubmir themſelves to re- |t 
examination,muſt Communions be wholy p 
neglected? and humble people,who on any #4 
terms are willing to receive the Sacrament,  y 
be debarred the benefit thereof? 06bjed, 
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o0bjef. Should ſacraments be admini- 
ſtred,and any profane perſon preſs in there- 
unto, there preſence would infe&t all the 
reſt how good ſoever, contrafting guilt ro 
themſelves from the companie of thoſe 
unworthy perſons with whom they com- 
municate ? Better therefore 1s a total ab- 

ence in ſuch a caſe,than a ſinfull receiving. 

Anſw. The Poſition is moſt falſe, that 
mixt Communions do infect. For when firſt 
our aforeſaid cautions have been obſerved, 
if in defiance of the Mizifters care and 0- 
ther officers of the Church , an unworthy 
perſon ſhall chance, either cunningly to in- 
ſinuate, or violently to intrude himſclf, his 

uilt is on his own head, and he alone an- 
ſwerable for the ſame. 

Surely the man at the Marriage-feaft, 
Matth: 22. 12. wanting the Wedding-gar- 
»ent, had many in the ſame meſs ( for 
z7a5fy 5 duce » the Table was furniſhed with 
gueſts ) ſome ſitting above him , beneath 
him, before him, beſides him, againſt him, 
probably putting their hand into the ſame 
aiſh,drinking out of the ſame cup with him; 


yet none of theſe were taken to task , or 
D 4 called 
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called to account , but he alone who came 
thither unqualified, as wanting a habit ne- 
ceſſarie at ſuch entertainments. 

' And here let me be your Remembrancer 
of an humble meditation,{eaſonable for ſuch 
who maitain that mixt communions convey 
contagion to all receivers. It were no leſs 


= than profitable for the beſt of them to | 


e jealous over themſelves with a godly 


jealouſie, and to fear leſt their own badneſs | 
ſhould derive infeion to their Fellow-com- | 


municants. Surely S. Paul in holy humble- 
neſs, ſaid of himſelf, 1. Tims. 1. 15. Chrit 


game to ſave ſinners, of whom 1 am chief. | 
Contrarie to which, there thoughts are | 


wholy taken up with ſuſpicions of being in- 
feed from others. hack 6 Aga 


The third miſchief which the disnſing of | 
ſacraments hath done, is that thereby our | 


Adverfaries of the Romiſh Church have got- 


ren a great adyantage. This is a true Ma- | 


xime , A lean Communion maketh a fat 


Maſs, and many are fallen off to Papiſtrie | 


on this occaſion. Let none ſay , we will 
eaſily convert them with penal ſtatutes , or 
elſe. the more Papiſts the more payments to 
| Jr pr : | th c 
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the preſent neceſſities of the Common- 
wealth. Surely ſuch a thought never en- 
tered into.the breaſt of any Godly Govern- 
our: and the Goſpel rteacheth us other Divi- 
z2itie , to prevent all occaſions of Chrij- 
ans falling from the True Faith , and run- 
ing intO er797c0us 0Pintons. 
Todraw to aconcluſion , My humble 
| motion to the Mznifters is, that for a time 
| they would be pleaſed to forbear the ur- 
| ging any ſo far to re-examination,as upon 
refuſal thereof, to prohivit them the recei- 
| ving of the Sacrament. 
| oOhjed, Itis hard to ſay whether your 
| counſel ſfavoureth more of carnallitie, or 
: cowardiſe. Surely St. Paul was of a more 
| Jealous temper, who Gal. 2.5. gave place 
| by ſubjeftion, no not an hour to ſuch who 
| would have brought their Chriſtian liber- 


' tie into bondage. Such time-ſerving as you 


commend unto us, what is it but the pro- 


ſtrating of the ſcepter of Chriſt to the plea- 


frre of man ? 


Anſw. No evil may be done that the 
oreateſt good may come from it. Bur 
ſome good may be forborn to be done 
Les when, 
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when, in all Chriſtian prudence, thereby | th 
greater good is probable to be promorted,|qu 
It had been abſolutely evil in Sz. Paul to 
tolerate ſuch betrayers of the Chriſtian pri| ſpj 
viledzes a minute or moment, ſo far fortl] 4 
as in convenient time and place, not to ſu 
_ oppoſe their machinations. But it is Chri\ ſu 
ſtian wiſdom for a time to ſuſpend the pro by 
ſecution of ſuch pradtices , which may bt ed 
lawfull and landable in themſelves , when} 25 
foreſeeing they will neceſſarily attract a| ad 
greater danger. This was done even by out aft 
Saviour himſelf, who perceiving the parti] vir 
al carnallitie in his Dzſciples , reſpited the 
delivering of ſome difhcult De&#rines , and an 
the prefling of ſome hard precepts until}; ſuc 
they were arrived at more perfection; Fol me 
IG. 12.1 have yet many things to ſay unti;to 
' you, but you cannot bear them now. W here! the 
the people cannot bear, there the Miniſters! the 
muſt forbear , and patiently wait a fitter] tw 
opportunitie. X [pe 

Object. Let us of the Presbyterie begin! Mz 
as we will hold. Ir is given to all autho-; by 
ritie to leflen by the continuance of time:. ſas 
If we abate ought of our power at firſt,! be 
| the! 
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7 4 the encroaching of people upon us will 
ed.| quickly reduce it to nothing. 

tl Azſw. This Objection ſavoureth of the 
71) ſpirit of the Young men who were Rehobo- 
tl} ham his Conzoeliors, I. Kings 12.10. and 
tq ſurely if followed will meer with the ſame 
71 ſucceſs. It will be more honor for the Pres- 
r04 byte-ian Government hereafter , to be call- 
bel ed to by our State, Come up hither , Prov. 
elf 25.7. and to be improved in Power, and 
advanced in Honor, than to be degraded 
ut afterwards in gencral eſteem, for over-acti- 
tl] vitie in the beginning. 
he! T reſume therefore my former motion, 
nd and re-inforce it to the confideration of 
i ſuch concerned therein, with the toilowing 


Ia. > 


bn motives. Firſt, Men ought nor to b» bufte 
210] to enjoyn theſe things as necefſarie duties, 
re] though fitting and convenient, tor which 
15] they have no expreſs commiſs;07 in Scrip- 
cr| ture. What Proteſtant will denie the ex- 

'pediencie of confeſs/07, in lome cates, to a. 


[| 
: 


> 


in; Miniſter © But when the fame was impoled 
0-; by the Church of Rome, as abſolutely neceſ- 
e:| ſarie to ſalvation, ſo ſovereigze a pratice 
t,: became carnificina, the rack and torture of 
1C |; mens 


' pa 
Infants Ad- words ; * We do freely confeſs, that there! he 
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mens conſciences. Will any ingenious pn 

on gain-ſay , bur that ſome Ceremonies —_ 
ſed under the Biſhops were decent and co 
ly? but when the ſame was urged wi 
much violence, what clamours were raik gt 
againſt ſuch practices, under the norion hy 
perſecution? Take heed that the reprooff; 
the Apoſtle fall not heavie upon you ; Roy 
2. 1.Therefore thou art inexcuſable,0 mai 
whoſoever thou art that judgeſt, for whert| c.- 
thou juazeſt another , thou condemneſt ti W 
ſelf; for thou that judgeſt doeſt the /a "0 
things. 0 by 
objec. As much may be alleadged 77 F 
re-examination Of communicants, as for bi ke 
priting of Infants, which by your on , 
confeſſion. You will not denie your oy 
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vocate C4.8. netther expreſs precept N0Y precedent in tl be 
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New Teſtament for the baptiting of Infani. 
and yet are confident by neceſſarie and und 
niable conſequence from Scripture, it will 
made appear to be founded thereon. Go 

Anſw.Firſt Analogie from Circumcifin 
Secondly , the B7rih-holineſs of Chriſtii 
Infants, Thirdly the Holy Spirit given un _ 


Ve 
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£ to them. Fourthly, ſome degrees of fa1th 
,»/conferred on them. Fifthly, the neceſſarie 
willemoving of the maladie of Original COr- 
l, uption, with the conſtant praCtice of the 
-|Church in allayes are alleadged for bapti- 
: Zing of Infants, whereas little or nothing 
NEL compariſon is produced for re-examina- 
: 220, 
=  Beltdes,Baptiſm hath the primitive pra- 
4 Rice , and the conſtant uſe of the ages. 
| Whereas the enjoyning of ſuch, who once 
| have received, to be re-examined,is a [tran- 
 « ger of yeſterday in moſt Proteſtant Churches. 
,: Herein I appeal to the French and Dutcy 
: Congregations in London ( branches con- 
'# formable to their reſpettive roots in forreign 
\ parts) whether ſtrangers coming unto them 
"' with a Teſtimonial, that once they have 
/" been admitted, are not received for Recei- 
' vers, without any further inquirie or exa- 
mination. 
Indeed, if every particular Member,and 
{o by conſequence every Pariſh of England 
- ſhould beſubje& to a new examination on 
every removeal of an o/d, and election of 


, 2 new Miniſter, ſome Pariſhes would ncver 
be 
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be our of examination. What ſaith So/gſters 
mon, Prov. 28. 2. For the tranſereſsions o Mit 
a land, many ave the Princes thereof. Not his! 
meaning all abreaſt at once ( which not up. 
withſtanding, is both true in it ſelf, and {be 
trouble to the people )but many ſucceſſive; Pre 
ly, finfull people make ſhoyr-1iv/d Princes; fic} 
Many, not in raxck but in file, one after an! 
other. I will not ſay the bad Pariſhioner for 
make many Paſfozrs in the place , but be UN! 
the reproof parted betwixt both (that {q 4” 
it may fall the lighter and be the betteq f0 7 
born.) What berwixt the faults of the ond #17 
and the other, many have been the Av9zd? lea 
ances of Incumbents, and ſubſtituting of ah 
new ones in their room in a ſhort rime , {0 fin 
that if communicants were of neceſflitie re+ T7 
examinable on every alterarion , ſome Pa- T? 
riſhes would be in a perpetual Probaſhion- lo 
erſhip , and conſtant Candidate-ſhip for re-: TE 
celving. en 
Not to ſay but that in ſome Pariſhes ®! 
( large in extent and numerous in | people) bi 
were monthly communions obſerved (which © 
tormerly was the commendable praftice, 
and till is the juſt defire of many Mini- "! 
ſters) 
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0/6ſters) it would be the conſtant work of the 
s of Miniſter , to do nothing elſe but examin 
Not his people, the which would engroſs & take 
ot up his whole time. And then, if all his care 
| { be examining, where is his praying , his 
ve! preaching , his ſtudying , his vifiting the 
es} lick, and his other performances? 
in! Secondly , Excluding the Communion 
er] for refuſing re-examination, is a ſeveritie 
be unreaſonable at this time. We read of King 
{4 AmaXtah, 2. Chron. 25. 3. Now tt came 
red to paſs, when the kingdom was eſtabliſhed to 
nd him, that he ſlew his ſervauts that had kil- 
4: led the King his Father. Why did AmaX7- 
of ah ſo long connive at murther the worſt of 
{@ ſins? Treaſon the worſt of Murders, and 
ez Treaſon againſt his own Father,the worſt of 
1- Treaſons, as to ſuffer the AZors thereof ſo 
;- long to enjoy their lives? A fatisfactoric 
.,. reaſon is rendered, he was not as yet faſt- 
ened on his Thrope. To ſtrike fiercely with 
; ones hands before he ſtandeth firmly on 
his feet, is the readie way for one to over- 
turn himſelf. People muſt, till they are 
|| well ſettled themſelves, and well rooted 8& 
. riveted in their power, be cautious of pro- 
voking 
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voking any , and may juſtly fuſpend th Fr 
puniſhing of what is faultie till a fitte} n 
oporrunirie. | 1 

And now to commend unto you a doul d 
ble expedient, which may in ſome ſort mi! & 
tigate the rigor of proceedings. Firſt knoy t] 
it is one thing Magiſterially and Imperiouſ; c 
ly ro thruſt people from the ſacramenr,and p 
another thing to requeſt and intreat then] I; 
as they tender their own good, to abſtai g 
from the receiving thereof. Both meet to 
gether in the ſame end, effect the ſam t| 
thing, though embracing ſeveral ways in h 
order thereunto. The firſt way being fl 
rough, rugged, full of displeaſure and di: ft 
ſaſte; the ſecond ſoft, ſmooth , more eaſt t] 
both for Paffor and People, and moſt pro: t] 
portionable to the meeknels of the Mzzi- Bl 
ers in the Goſpel.Let this later way theres & 
fore be uſed by you, when you ſee juſt 0 
cauſe to ſeclude a Pariſhiozer from recei- P 
ving of the ſacrament for ſuſpected or de: n 
tected inſufficiencie , when 7ngenuitie and T 
hope of amendment is legible in him. As © 

_ It 1s Taid of Titus Yeſpaſian ( for the 7 
ſweetneſs of his nacure, ſtiled the delight of 


man. . 
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thi mankind) the neminem demiſit triſtem , he 
tte! never ſent-any ſuitors ſad away from him. 

| Yetit muſt _— be preſumed , that he 
ou; denied niany their defires, it being uſual at 
mi! Court, that there be ſeveral. Peritzaners for 
10" the ſame office , which onely one can re- 
ouſ. ceive, but then that.Emperour had the hap- 
ane pineſs ſo to qualifie his denials with good 
ie} Janguage, that he made them but one de- 
tai! gree from a grayt. Sometimes he would 
't04 convince ſuch Suitors.in their judgements, 
mg that they requeſted that which was not in 
S in his preſent power to grant. Sometimes he 
ing. ſhewed. them , that their defires were de- 
di: trucive unto themſclves.at leaſtwiſe,that 
afie they were unfit and improper to receive 
ro: them. Sometimes he would promiſe them 
7ni- the next. preferment far better and fitter 
res for them. In a word, without any falſhood 
juſt or flatterie ( as beneath the 2ſajeſtie of a 
ceis Prince) his ſoft, ſupple, and complying 
de- nature ſo applicd it ſelf to all dispofitrons, 
and That people contentedly, yea,thankfully 5c 
As Ghearfully departed from him with de- 
thi man... - 6: ra 
tof, God hathgiven you ſuch news of Le- 
ante. . E gick, 
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gick, and ſuch colours of Rhetorick, & ſuc) 5h 
perſwaſive tongues, if pleaſed to improy ſo 
them, that except you meer with unreaſon it. 
able men, 2. Theſl. 3. 20. (from whom Go 
delivere you ( dm 76) anbnay ) from tho po 
- that have no Topicks,no ſence of reaſon df m: 
arguments; you may convince ſuch who P, 
you account unfitting to receive, for thel mi 
own good, to abſtain from the ſame. th 
Neighbour , with Joſeph, I would be | ſal 
iuſt man, that is in Goſpel acception,an equi itt 
91417, Matth. 1.19. 1 am not willing to mal th 
you a publick example that aruay Boy ta 
any occaſion to ſlight and neglet you, I an 15 
tender of your credit , conceiving it to b\th 
wrapped up in my own ſuch the near relati th 
on betwixt the Shepherd and his Sheep. | th 
will not in a disgracefull way forbid yoi 
the Lords table, but with Foſeph, 1 an th 
minded to put you away privity, or rather d( ce 
entreat you willingly to put away your ſelf} w/ 
I am jealous over you with a godlie je! th 
loufie,that you have not as yet ſuch a _ bu 
ſure of knowledge as may fit you for theſ! bo 
myſteries. I ſay, as yet; for I doubr noi 
but on your prayers to God for your = th 
anc 
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luc} 3nd mine for you hereafter, you- may ſea- 
ow ſonably be admitted to the Sacrament: but 
ſo iris better to ſtay a year too long , than 
Gucome a day too ſoon. Know. I could inter- 
poſe my power , if ſo diſpoſed, and com- 
n 0} mand you forbearance, but what ſaith Sz. 
on Paul, Philemon 8. Wherefore though T 
hel might be ſo much bold in Chriſt to enjoyn 
thee, the which is convenient, yer for loves 
ſake I rather beſcech thee, and know the 
ſtrength of my affeRion to thee: inditeth 
this counſel, and no other by-reſpe&. 

A ſoft tongue, laith Solomon, Prov. 257 
an 15. breaketh the bones. It is' impoſſible but 
o bi that an ingenious nature will be affeRed: 
ati therewith , and cannot take juſt exception 

On re 
yo! The ſecond expedient I reconimend is 
ar} this, even to practice our Saviour his pre- 
- cept, Matth. 9. 17. Neither do wen 2" new 
ell| wine into old bottles, elſe the bottles break & 
ea! the wine runneth out, and the bottles periſh: 
ea! but they put new wine into new bottles ; and 
eſt both are —_— | 
not T apply it thus, put old wine #140 old bot- 
elf, tles, your ancient Communicants which for- 
nd wu EW 9 merly 
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merly have frequently received of your 
ſelves, or your Predeceſſors, and are babit- | 
ed to the ancient cuſtom of receiving, ad-} 
mit them without any ſcruple (except ex- 
cludible according to the premiles , for 
ſome notorious fin ) charitably preſuming| 
(nothing appearing to the contrary ) that! 
they are improved in ſufficiencie for the] 
fame. " oN | 
| Now put new wine into new bottles.Such 
novices,which never before received , and 
remember not the old Temple. T mean 
the former diſcipline of the Church under 
Epiſcopacie ,, whoſe maturitic to receive! 
bears date onely from the beginning of our; 
differences. Let.them on Gods bleſling be] 
ſolemnly tried and examined before they} 
be:admitted unto the receiving of the ſa-| 
-Þ_ SS ND LR 
And here by your. teave and favour , I; 
* {mo Dom humbly conceive , that the *. ordinance of 


+ pod Lords and Commons, { if ſeriouſly peruſed 
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according to the genuine and natural ſence| 


and not ae admmiſsis , and impowereth Mi- 
#iFers onely to the Examination Of ſuch! 
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who received it not before , who ought 
now more ſtrictly to be examined'in Zxg- 
land than ever before : for the Church of 
Rome erroneouſly advanced Confirmation 


' to ſuch a height, as to make it a ſacrament. 
| The Church of England under Epiſcopacie 
retained it ſo far as an ancient and lifefull 

cuſtom, appropriating the exerciſe thereof 


to Biſhops alone. The preſent diſcipline hath 
utterly 'aboliſhed' both B:ſhop and the uſe 
of Confirmation. However ; fomething 


| analogical thereunto may and muſt be con- 


tinued. 'The Primitive Chriſtians being 


| wiſe in the appointing, though after-ages 
| were ſuperſtirious in the abuſing 
| and the more confirmation is neglefted, the 


'S thereof, 
hr a ſerious examination of youth 
n this kind be continued and practifed. = 
Ina word, there is a way to examin 


| people, committed to the care of the Mz- 


nifers , which may be done without a 


| dangerous noylſe, and withour the leaſt ſut- 
| pition of pragmaticalneſs, and: yet to the 
| great glorie of God, quiet of the Miniſter, 
-| and edification of the Church. This exa- 
| Mining conſiſteth n 


ot in ſummoning peo- 
53 . 8 
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ple before them , and ſounding them with 
Queſtion and Anſwer, but in the ſolid anc 
faithfull preaching the ſincere Word of 
God,which carrieth a ſecret ſearching pown 
along therein, Heb. 4. 12. For the word of " 
God is quick, and powerfull, and ſharper thay » 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even to thi © 
dividing aſunder ef ſoul and ſpirit , and 0 ſ 
the joynts and marrow, and ti 4 diſcerner tl 
the thoughts,and intents of the heart. Thuy © 

by prephecying (that is by preaching 0 
Gods Word) 1. Cor. 14+ 23. If there com Y 
in one that believeth nat , or one unlearned} " 
he i convinced of all, he s judged of all : & * 
thus are the ſecrets of his heart made mani\ Þ 
Feit, and jo falling down on his face , he will © 
worfhip God , and report that God ts in you of © 
_« truth. I] ſay, letus rake off for a- time 
from the other, and more praQtice this ex- 
amination as leaſt ſnbje& to exception, 
Trie it but for a time, and you ſhall ſe 
what ſucceſs it will find, and fright unwor: 
thy perſons from the Sacrament, with 6! 
more awtull reverence than your actual (c-| 
cluding them for nor ſubmitring them- 
ſelycs to re-cxamination, 
YO 0 CHO To 


f 
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To conclude, I may compare the firſt 
high aCting of Presbyterians to men running 
in a race. It is impoflible for a Racer to 
| ſtop juſt at the -zark : he muſt either over- 
{ run it, or elſe can never come at it. But 
when paſt the mark (neceſſarily transport- 
| ed with his own flerceneſs beyond the 
{oj ſame) he will return to it again, to ſhew 
r of that that place and no further was the in- 
hug tended end of his endeavours. 
> of Whileſt you conteſted with Epiſcopacte, 
pm your Corrival, and were ſeven years fince 
cd] 1n the height and heat of your contention, 
 & therewith much may be pleaded for your 
nil paſsion, if it transported you in ſome aRti- 
>; ons beyond the juſt fardard and proportion 
; of of your judgements, 

Burt ſeeing now it hath pleaſed God that 
you have run your Adverſarie quite out of 
diſtance, and have attained that you ſtrove 
2d for, itwill be no ſhame, nay it will beyour 
r- honorto abate and remit of your former 
eagerneſs, and coolly and calmly to return 

to the place which you over-ſhot in the 
1-) Paroxciſm of that conteſt. This is the 
'| humbleadviſe and deſire of him who harh 
Y E 4 "= 
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no private ends therein; bur the advance- 


ment of Gods gloric, and the good of tis 
Church, Amen, | | 
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Acrs 13. 15; 


And after the reading of the Law and the 
" Prophets,the Rulers of the Synagoene ſent 
unto them, ſaying , Te men and Brethren, 


3f ye have any word of exhortation for the 
people, ſay on. | 


| \His Chapter preſents us with four 
| principal remarkables. | 

' The ſolemn ſeparation of Paul 
and Barnabas for the MiniFerie , five pious 
perſons are mentioned , ver/. 2. all in hu- 
mane likelihood, equally probable for the 
employment. * Barnabas ,, Simeon, Lucius, 
Mahanaem, and'Saut; of theſe God leayes 
the three middlemoſt, takes the firſt _ 
ES the 
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_ thelaſt;even ſo Father becauſe it pleaſeth 


thee. 

Then have we the three firſt adventure; 
of Barnabas and Saul in there Miniſterie 
whereof the firſt proved proſperous , th 
ſecond with the Fews at Antioch had (ad 
ſucceſs, the third with the Gertzles in thi 
fame place came off with comfort. We X4#- 
_ niſters muſt not be elated with good ſuc- 
ceſs. but fear the worſt, nor dejefted wit 
bad, but hope the better. 


' In their firſt adyenture. they confound- 
ed Elimaes the Sorcerer, and Saul converted 
Sergius Paulus the wiſe Deputie of Cyprus, 
By the Laws of Herauldry,whotoever fair- 


ly in the Field conquered his Adverſary, 


may juſtifie the wearing and bearing of his 
Arms whom he overcame. Here Saul had 
conquered Sergius Paulus , overcome his 
Jenorance , vanquiſhed his 4nfdelztie; no 
wonder then if he aſlumeth his name , and 
henceforward is called Pal in all the hi/to- 
ric, his next yoyage ends ſadly, and for- 
rowfully with Blaſphemie and Perſecution 
from the Fews at Amtioch,though it began 


Comal and courteouſly with this fair in- 
V1- 


þ 
> 
| 
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| yitation in my T ext; ard after the reading 


of the Law and ihe Prophets, 8c. 

The words contain a principal part of 
the Fewi(h Liturgie , or if that displeaſe, 
their Dire&or1e, wherein their ſolemn $4b- 
hath-ſervice is plainly preſented unto us. I 
confe(s, there is no menti6 of prayer an eſ- 
ſential part of Gods worthip among them, 
(my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of 
prayer) which is omitted in the Text , not 
as if it were omitted by the yo! , but be- 
cauſe $t. Luke haſteneth with all conveni- 
ent ſpeed to the Dat7rinal part, as leading 
the neareſt way to the matter in hand. 
Some perſons account this verſe their Ma- 


| fter-piece , hoping hence by their cunning 


Chymiſtrie, to extract a Licence general for 
all men to preach ; though the words well 
underſtood, are ſo far from their building 
any advantage thereon, that they batter 
down both their opinions and prattice. 

We will firſt clear the ſame from the 
incumbrances of all difhculties , and then 
extra natural and profitable obſcryations 
from them. 

Law and the Prophets] Law taken large- 
OO VE 
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dy; conteineth all the Prophets , 6 Prophet; 
taken largely, compriſe all the Law, 2.Pet, 
1.20, No Propheſie of Scripture i of privat! 
Snterpretation. —— | 
Yea Moſes, the Prophet Paramount wa: 
the penner of the Law, Deut. 34.10, And 
there aroſe not a Prophet ſince ins Iſrael like 
unto Moſes whom the Lord knew face to face, 
But when the Law and the Prophets are di- 
Ringuiſhed, ſo as to devide the old Teſta- 
went betwixt them, as Luke 16. 20. they 
have Moſes and the Prophets : then by Law 
is meant the Peptateuch,or five books of Mo- 


ſes, by Prophets all the reſt of the old 7 eſta- 
ment, not onely ſuch parts as foretel what| 
was to come, but alſo which hiſtorically re-| 


late what was paſt. 


The Rabbsns tell us, that the five books | 


of Moſes were divided into fiftic three Pe- 
__ or Diviſions ( each whereof contein- 
E 
of them was read every Sabbath-day , be- 
vinning at the firſt Sabbath after the feaſt 
of Tabernacles, if any ſay , there being but 
fiftie two Sabbaths in the year , what did 
they with the odd Peraſoth, or Diviſion? I 
FO, Can 


— 


one hundred thirtie ſix verſes) and one| 
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can give no certain account, ſave that itis 
probable they doublcd their office the Jaſt 
Sabbath, hemming it, as I may ſay, at the 
cloſe and concluſion thereof. 

The Ma#ters of the Synagogue. Jwhy plu- 
ral? whar ſaith St. Fames, be not many Ma- 
fers. Anſw. By Maſters are meant the ſe- 
veral Rulers thereof, which as the Rabbins 
do teach , were ſubordinate one to another. 

Here it will be worth our pains to make 
enquirie into the name, firſt p noe a and 
uſe of the Synagognes. | 

- Synagogue, fignifieth a Meeting-place 
where many are aſſembled together. The 
firſt and laſt mention of them in the 0/4 


=! eſtament. 1s Pſal. 74.8. they have burnt up 


all the ſynagogues of God in the land, Now 
if this Pſalm had had any large Title, we 
might have conjectured at the time when 
ſynagogues were firſt founded. But nothing 
appears in the front thereof more than, Ma- 
(hi to Aſaph. | 

. Again, if this Aſaph was the ſame with 
him who was contemporaric with David, 
I. Chron. 25. 2. whoſe ſons, were deſigned 
tor ſolemp ſingers, this woyld advance the 
« 3." Jonas 
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ſenioritie of ſynazogues as extant.in Davids 
time : Bur much weight muſt not be laid 
on ſo ſlender a proof for fear of failing. 
Secing Aſaph there may be taken, not for 
his perſon , bur for his poſteritie , ſome 
hundred years after;the reſult of all is this, 
uncertain bur ancient is the Gr7ginal of ſy- 
#4g0gues, as before the Captivitie of Baby- 
lon. No politive place of Scripture direct- 
ly enjoyneth their Foundation , onely for 
the neceſſarie eaſe of P eople who could not 
repair to the Temple and return back to 
their own homes on a Sabbath-day. Theſe 
may be ſaid to be jure Divino ſecundario, 


by Divine right once removed , namely | 


colleted from the Scriptures by neceffaric 
conſequence, and were conſtantly graced 
with our Saviours companie therein. Theſe 
ſynagogues ſerved for a double intent,as our 
Churches for Devotion, and as Schools or 
Academies for Diſputation. AR. 17. 17. 


Therefore diſputed he in the ſynagognes with 
the Fews. So thar the ſynagogue may be| 


preſented in its lively PourtradFere , like to 
the Builders of the walls of Feruſalem, Ne- 
hems 4. 17. holding 4 Trowel , to build it, in 

| one 
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one hand, and a Weapon, to defend it, in the 
other. Semblablie the ſynagogues were both 
for edificatton of people in knowledge, and 
for controverſial defending of the Truth 
therein by Polemical Zearning. 

Sens unto them, ſaying, 

Object. It ſeems it was faſhionable in 
that age,that any who would mightpreach 
in the ſynagognes , onely with a courteous 
call of the Mafters thereof; ſo that the Pul- 
pit lay open to all comers and goers, & not 
(as ſome now endeayour) encloſed by, yea 


engroſed a particular profeſsion. 
In anſwer hereunto we will firſt clear the 


| Title which both Pal and Barnabas had 
to preach the Word. 


Firſt for Baynabas , his firſt title was, by 
his extradion, being a Levite, Ad. 14.36. 
to whom it belonged by their Profeſſion to 
teach the people. 

Secondly, he had an extraordinarie call 
from God in the ſecond verſe of this Cha- 
þter : beſides, at this time a civil invitati- 
on from the Maſters of the ſynagogue. Thus 
his three-fold cable cannot be bxoken, nor 
any unlawfull invading of the Miniſterial 
office be charged upon him, — Thirdly 
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Thirdly,St.Pavls Commiſsion to preach, 
doth appear both by his . abi/itie and. au- 


thoritie for the ſame. . His abilitie, Act. 22,1 


"3. Brought up at the feet. of Gamaliel. 


0bjett. We confeſs his abilitie,bur denie 


his authoritie ; for firſt he was no Lewite, 


but of the Tribe of Benjamin, to whom the| 


expounding. of the Law was never comr 


mitted. Secondly, he was one of a manuell 


and; Mechanical trade , AQ.18.3. 4 Tent- 
maker. | "Te | | 
, Anſw. All is confeſt, but let the unpar- 
tlal Reader conſider firſt, that Paul was a 
Phariſce, the ſon of a Phariſee, Act. 23.6. 


Seaſonably tct him alſo weigh the words] 


of our Saviour, Matth.23.2,3. The ſcribes 
and Pharlſees. fit in Moſes chair - all there- 
fore whatſoever they bid you obſerve , that 
obſerve and do: but do not after their works, 
For they ſay and do not. x lg nd 
, Indeed, the Lay-phariſtes,as I may term 
them, fit not.in Moſes chair in one capacity, 
becauſe being of other Tribes , they might 
not offer ſacrifice, officiate at the Altar, and 
attend at the Temple,but onely as Profeſſors 
of the LM and Dodors , they might read 
 publick 
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publick Le&tures to their Auditors, 
Thirdly , let them eonfider that Syna- 
gogues, as aforeſaid , were of double uſe, 
and ſerved for an Academie as well as a 
Congregation. All which laid together, it 
will plainly appear, that Paul in his Phar- 


| ſaical capacitie, had lufficient authoritie ro 


teach in the ſynagogue. Not to =—_ of his 
calling of Callings, his extraordinarie and 
immediate Commiſſion from God, auitho- 


| rizing him to the ſame. 


0bject. Grant the abilitie and auths- 
ritie of Paul and Barnabas to preach , yet 
both were utterly unknown to the Maſters 


| of the Fewiſh ſynagogue 1n Antioc2 , who 


beheld them as neither more nor leſs than 
mcer ſtrangers , caſually coming thi- 
ther. 

Anſw. Firſt we will premiſe the anſwer 
of Carthuſianus a learned Papi, and juſtly 
diſſent from the former part thereof. Ex 
habitu cenſuerunt eſſe pios & xeligioſos. They 
eſteemed them, ſaith he, to be pious and 
religious men by their habit. ; 

To this I agree negatively thus far, that 
nothing of vanitic or lightneſs appeared in 

F cher 
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there clothes to ſpeak them idle or fooliſh 
perſons, but otherwiſe I diſſent , that the 


form or faſhion of their clothes differed; 


from other people. Surely what would hide 
and heat, cover and keep warm, ſerved 


their turns. The Cloak , no doubr, which| 


Paul left at Troas, 2. Tim. 4. 13. differed 
not in ſhape from other mens. For thenin 
the time of perſecution to be diſtinguiſhed 
by their habit from others, what was it but 
to give a mark of discoveric to their ene- 
mies malice, yea, to give them aim to level 
the more ſteadily at them. And yet I de-! 
nie not,but that itis fitting,that in times of! 
Peace Miniſters ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
from ordinarie men by the gravirtie of their 
garments. And the Ancient Church-Canoni 
on that kind, were grounded on juſt conft- 
derations. 

We anſwer, It is more than probable, 
that the fame of Pax! and Barnabas came 
to Antioch before their perſons came thi; 
ther. There being dayly intercourſe by Se: 
betwixt Paphos, a famous Port in Cyprus, 
and this Antioch, The ſmiting Elimas thi 


1 


| 


Sorcerer blind, and conyerting of Sergiw 
P antys, 


| 


| 
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Paulus, could not but make a ſtrange and 
ſudden impreſſion on the neighbouring 

laces. | | 

| Secondly,their grave demeanour and re- 
verend behaviour in the Synagogues atta- 
ched the eyes of all people to ehold them 
and beholding, to read in them more than 
common and ordinarie perſons. They be- 
haved not themſelves in Gods houſe during 
the exerciſe of Gods ordinance, like ſome 
ſpiritual Clowns now adays, whole unreve- 
rent deportment bewrays their ignorance; 
but ſo decently they demeaned them- 
ſelves, that they ſtruck the beholders into a 
reverent opinion of their perſons, and con- 
jecure at their profeſſions to be Preachers 


| of Gods Word. 


Thirdly , had the Maſters of the Syna- 
ogue been miſtaken herein, had Paul and 
Barnabas been otherwiſe than they appear- 


| ed and were. apprehended to be ['17. no 
:} more than common men unimpowered 


with a CommiſsionJto preach. Surely the 


| Rulers preſumed on their modeFtie and hu- 


militie,that they would decline the proffer, 
{ceing in that Age ,-none adventured to 
FA reach 


> 
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teach withour lawfull authoritie,as largely, 
God willing , ſh:]I be proved hereafter. 
Mean time Jer us proceed to the Colleti-| 
on of ſome natural obſervations from rhe 
words, After the reading of the Law and thi| 


mo 


intheChurch ſhould have precedency of mens 
meditations. For Gods word is all gold, 
(and prized above it by David, Pal. 19, 
10.) the beſt mens meditations bur filver 
and guilt, and that filver having much al- 


oct. 1. It i good reaſon,that Gods word| 


lay therein , which debaſeth the metal, 
though it maketh it to work the better to 
mens underſtandings , rendering the ſub-! 
lime puritic of Gods word more cafie and| 
intelligible when expounded , explained, 
and applied by the pains and endeavours 
of Miniſters. Wherctore as the Maſter of| 
the Feaſt, John 2. would have the beſt wing 
brought firſt, and then what was wor ſe. So 
fit it 1s that the virgin atientions of rhel 
people in the Church , ſhould firſt be fed 
with the pure and fincere word of God , as 
it is in the Text,and afterwards their appe-| 
' tites may be cntertained with leſs daintic 
diet, 


| 


The ſecond Reconciler. 69 


diet, the ſermons and ſtudies of their Mz- 
niſters. 2 $3.-F: 
Do. 2. 1t was an ancient cuſtome in the 
Church, that Gods word was © publickly read 
therern. And here Jet us endeavour to 
raiſe the juſt reputation of the word pub- 


| lickly reads ſome conceive, that the Word 


reached. is as much holyer than the Word 
read, as the Pulpit 1s higher than the Desk. 
Yea ſuch will lay, zzy ſelf, or ſoz or ſervant 
can read a Chapter as well at home, as any 
the moſt accompliſhed Miniſter in England. 
Bur ler ſuch know.,:thart he which doth not 
honor all, doth not honor any of Gods or- 
dinances,& it is juſt with God, that preach- 
ing of the Word ſhould prove uneffectual 
to ſuch as ſlight and negle& the reading 
thereof. | 
Det. 3. Bleſſed be the goodneſs of God, 
who hath bettered the Bill of fare of Chriſti- 
ans, by allowing our ſouls a ſecond Courſe of 
the New Teſtament, And properly may the 
New Teſtament be termed a ſecond conrſe, 
which commonly, hath diſhes fewer than 
the firſt, for there quantitie , finer for the 
qualitic of the meatzand here far be it from 
| F 3 me 
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me to make compariſons(which are odious 
in themſelves, and ſo much the more odi- 
ous , the more eminent the perſons ' or 
things are that be compared ) betwixt the 
Old and New Teſtament. As Moſes in holy 
zeal,by claſhing the firſt Table againſt rhe 
ſecond, brake Fork : ſo ſome prophanely 
& deſpightfully abuſe 014-and New Teſta- 
ment , about preeminence betwixt them. 
Bur acknowledging them both beſt in this 
reſpect, as to us, the New Teſtament excels 
as far as a bleſſing performed is better 
than a blefling promiſed , and a Saviour 
tendered in poſſeſſion, more comfort than 
in reverſion. | 
The Rulers of the Synagogue." 

DoF. 4. No confiderable ſocietie can long 
comfortably ſub(iſt without ſome government 
to order the ſame. ' Ten are but. a fewmen, 
yet Moſes, by the Counſel of wiſe Fethro his 
Father in Law, Exod. 18, 25. made. Rulers 
of tens.Better is aTyranny than an Anarchie: 
for where every man doth what is good in 
his own eyes, where there is cqualitie a- 
monegſt all , there will be equitie but a- 
monegſt few men, 

Me > Dog. 
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Dot. 5. 1t i lawfull for Miniſters to 
make uſe of the help of others , not onely in 
their ſickneſs and neceſſarie abſence , but alſo 
when their own perſons are preſent. Firſt, 
becauſe we muſt as well mend our nets, as 
always catch fiſhes, as well ſtudic for new 
ſupply, as always preach. And ſecing na- 
ture hath given us as well two cars as a 
tongue, we muſt as attentively liſten to the 
parts and pains of others , as contentedly 
utter our own meditations. 

Secondly,fach varietie will not onely be 
pleaſant bur profitable to our people. 77 the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes let every truth - 
be eftabliſhed. When the People ſhall hear 
the ſame matter in a different manner, one 
truth [ Salvation by Gods mercies alone and 
Chriſts merits] dreſſed in ſeveral motives 
and methods, and expreflions. The nails 
will be driven the fafter by many Maſters of 


the Aſſembly; and though it be faultie for 


itching cars to heap up Teachers to them- 
ſelves , yet ſometimes ſuch exchange of 
Preachers, increaſe the edifica;ion of an Aa- 
ditorie. 


Do. 6. They may have conrteſie and ci- 
F 4. wilitic 


_- 
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wvilitie in them, who notwithſtanding may be 
devoid of grace and true ſinceritie. Theſe 
Maſters of the Synagogue began very man- 
nerly proffer Paul and Barnabas the cour- 


tefic of the place , but all ended ar laſt in| 


blaſphemie and perſecution. 
Dot. 7. None are to preach but ſuch who 


are lawfully called therennts.” The Rulers of | 


the Synagogue gaye a licence to Paul and 
Barnabas, who intrude not without their 
leave and defire. How many now adays 
in deſpight of the Rulers of the Synagogues, 
the undoubted Patron, the lawfull Incum- 
bent, the Guardians of the Church publick- 
ly choſen, ſtorm the Pulpit by their meer 
violence, without any other Call or Com 
-n1ſsion thereunto. : 

Be it firſt premiſed, that we proteſt our 
Integritie not to inyade the due Rizht of 
any Chriſtian, with Abraham, Gen. 14. 23. 
We will not take a ſhoo-latchet which is none 
of our own. To which purpole we lay down 


che Spree jo as much li- | 


bertie as may be to all Gods ſervants. 

Firſt, Parents & Maſters of Families,ma 

and muſt privately teach their own Chil- 
EE dren 


awe. Se an. 


The ſecond Reconciler. 73 


dren and Servants. Teach them,and thou 
ſhalt be taught; Inſtrut them , and God 
will inſtruc thee; never had bra, inall 


probabilitie, ſo ſoon known Gods intenti- 
_ ons to deſtroy Sodom; but becauſe Ger. 18. 


19. he would command his children to keep 
the Law of God. Even Mothers ought to do 
this , who have a legiſlative power over 
their Sons, Prov 1. 8. Forſake not the law 
of thy Mother. It is remarkable, that great 
grace which God did to a Mother, that her 
private precepts, (namely Bathſheba to her 
Son Lemuel ) Prov. 31. were afterward 
made Canonical Scripture tor Gods whole 
Church. = 
Yer let me adviſe Parents,when modeſt- 
ly undertaking in their own houſes to ex- 
plain Scripture, not to make foxntarn, but: 
Ciſtern expoſitions thereof : v1F. not to.be 
the 7zventers. but the declarers ; not the de- 
viſers, but the remembrancers of interpreta- 
tions. Children and ſervants , I have heard 
ſuch a godly Preacher, or have read in ſuch 
4 learned comment thus to expound this paſ- 
ſage of Scripture. But if he ſhould adven- 
ture of himſelf to tender unto them an ex- 
plicatt- 
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plication, lct it be done with an humble re.| 


ſervation and ſubmiſhon to the better 


fion it is to expound the ſame. Hoever,he 
may .more ſafely deal in Applicarion than 
in Explication of Gods word, the gener 
precepts,promiſes,and threatenings whereof, 
he may effeftually applly to himſelf and 
thoſe of his familie under his inſpection, 
Secondly,Fudzes on the Bench may and 
muſt in. their charges teach rhe Countie 
there aſſembled,inſerting Scripture in their 
diſcourſes, ſuch the correſpondencie, and 
mutual good intelligence between the 
Laws of God and Man, that they retum 
and receive ſtrength and luſtre each to 0-| 
ther. This made Fehoſhaphat to couple 
Judges and Prieſts together in the vifitati- 
on of his people, 2. Chron.17. verl. 7. al 
inthe third of his reigne he ſent to his Prin- 
ces, everto Benhall, and to 0badiah. verl.s, 
And with them he ſent Levites , even She- 
maiah, &c. verl.9. And they taught in Fu- 
4a, &c. The one the Law of the Land, the 
other the Law of the Lord ; which excel- 
tent Medley made a cordial compoſition 
thus put together. Thirdly, 


judgements of thoſe, whoſe proper < 
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tt Thirdly, Prefer in the Univerſitie, as 
ter the Doftors of t e Chair, may, ina C017 0- 
werſial way, preach to young Students un- 


der them. Such Doors in Divinitie are 
generally.in Holy Orders , but if (which is 
rare ) one unordained be preferred to the 
} place, he may uſe Polemical preaching,con- 
nd! fining himſelf to the- Schools, the proper 
centre thereof. 

 Fourthly, Gererals in the Field, before 
and after the fight, may make 0rations or 
; Sermons if you pleaſe , to encourage the 
" ſouldiers. I confeſs, as cuſtom hath con- 
1M! fined the-word Bible, (ſignifying in it ſelf 
Y any Book) to the Word of God, ſo hath 


it appropriated ſermons (which importeth 


le any ipeech) to thoſe made by a Preacher 
| inthe Pulpit : Otherwiſe thoſe may paſs 
jo for ſermons which Generals utter in the field 
"| as Foab, Abiah, Fehoſaphat. And becauſe 
$| All true valour is founded in the know- 
©} ledge of God in Chri#,ſuch Generals may 
# and muſt, to raiſe the reſolution of their 
el fouldiers : by inſerting and interpolſing paſ- 
l ſages of Scripture, animating them to de- 
N pend on God the juſt maintainer of -xight 

” caule. 
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canſe, Thus Queen Eliſabeth in 88 at Til- 
bury Camp, inſpirited her fouldicrs with her 
Chriſtian exhortation. | 

Laſtly, all Chriſtians ought -mutually 
to teach and inſtruct one another. In this 
caſe every place is a Church, day 2 Sabbath, 
occaſion-a1ext,perſona Preacher. Rom. 15, 
14. Admonſh ove another, Col. 3.16 Tex 
ching ove another in Pſalms and Hymng, 


Thell. 4.18. Comfort one another with theſe 


words, Jude 11. Edifie one avother even a 
alſo ye do, Heb. 3.13. Exhorting one ant- 
ther. To this end are. talents beſtowed on 
men that they ſhould ſtirr up the gifts of 
grace which are in them. Thus Priſcilla, 
though a woman, inſtrufted Apollss But 
here we muſt diftinguiſh betwixt mutual 
and Miniſterial teaching. In the former 
the Romans may be aid to teach St. Paul, 


as well as St. Paul the Romans. I am cont 


forted with you by the mutual faith both of 
ou and me, ROm. 1. 12, whilſt Maniftert- 
al- teaching belongeth onely to ſuch, who 
'are folemnely called thereunto. 
Take two Cyiteria or diſtinguiſhing 
marks, betwixt mutual and Miniſterial 
FEE teach. 
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*| reaching. The former is compatible with 


another vocation, either liberal or mechani- 
cal according to the condition of the Per- 
ſon. Yea which is more, not onely it is law- 
full co have another calling , bur in ſome 
caſes for ſome men, finfull ro be withour it; 
S. Paul ſaith, 2 Thef. 3. 10. It any would 
not work , neither ſhould he eate. This 
mutual teaching of others will not excuſe 
peoples idlenejs, nor can they plead for 
themſelves, this mutual labour in love ſhall 
exetnpt them from other mannal work; 
becauſe by it ſelf it amounts not to a di- 
ſtin& proteſſion , as being the entire body 
of a calling , which is onely a part and ne- 
ceſſary member of all mens duty, as they 
are Chriſizans, But publick preathing is to 
poſſeſs the whole man as the higheſt of 
employments, wherein he may uſe all his 


| Pains and endeavours. 


Secondly, no Salary or reward is due to 
mutual teaching (ſave the inward bleſſing 
which God bountifully will beſtow on 
ſuch as labour therein) ſo that-the Teacher 
may demand it of due, 1t being an injury 
in the party taught to cetain the —_ 

uch 
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Such Teachers muſt know themſclyes ſuf- 
ficiently farisfied by the good, which is re- 
turned unto them by reflection, having 
their graces heightned and intended by 
their inſtruction : Beſides the party taught 
reſtoreth oft times inſtruction unto him; 
and fo there is nothing due in the recipro- 
cation of courtefies , but the obligation 
cancelled on both fide. Bur to miniſterial 
preaching wages is due by Gods appoint- 
ment, The labourer i worthy of his hire, 
becauſe ſequeſtring his ſoul from other 
works to attend that buſineſs alone, God 
hath ordered it , 1 Cor. -. 14. that thoſe 


that preach the Goſpel ſhall live of thi 


Goſpel. 
Thus have we given, or rather God hath 


given, and we havedeclared , how Chri- 
ſtians un-ordained may teach Gods word 
in a Domeſtical, in a mutual, in a military, 
in a Fadicial, in an Academical capacity, 
ſhame light on that feward who 1s nig- 
gardly where his after commands him 
to be bountifull , had we denyed: Chriti- 
ans this liberty , we had wronged them 
much , our ſelves more , God moſt. But 

now 
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now let me ſay unto them in the words of 
the maſter of” the Houſhould, Matth. 20. the 
14. Tolle quod tuum eſt , & abi, Take what 
# thine and go thy way. Be contented with 
what hath been allotted unto you, which 
hath been fairly meaſured out and with 
all poſſible advantage. Gripe and graſpe 
not after more, leaſt you looſe the blefling 
and benefit of what you have, which hath 
now brought us to the following Dodtrine 
as chiefly intended in this diſcourſe. 

Come we now to the main Dodrine 
which is this, 2o0-e may ordinarily execute 
the of fice of Preacher , except lawfully call- 
ed thereunto , I ſay ordinarily. 5 

For much may and muſt be indulged to 
Lay-men in abſolute neceſsity,if they adven- 
ture to exerciſe the miniſterial function, I 
ſay abſolute neceſſity ; Here firſt I exclude 
all conditional neceſsity which is but ne- 
ceflity of conveniency. Such Saul might 
have pleaded for himfelf, 1 Sam. 13. 9. 
When preſuming to ſacrifice to prevent the 
peoples ſcattering. But when the neceſſity 
Is invincible and unavoydable, God may 


ſcem to diſpenſe as in Davids eating the 
ſhew- 
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ſhew-bread properly belonging to Priet, 
alone. Otherwiſe men muſt nor firſt make 
neceſsities , and then make uſe of thoſe xe 


ceſsities to excuſe their extraordinanſ 
radtices. For inſtance, ſuppoſe ſome out 
of ſullenneſs and pride; conceiving them| 


ſelves too good to converſe with conmmmn 
Chriſtians,ſhould ſeparate themſelves (be 


ing none of them mzniſters) into a ſolitz|. 


ry place from all ſociety. It were preſump- 


tion for one of them to adventure on the 


Of fice of the mini#ery. But put caſe ſome 
number of people'(-none ot them ever or- 


dained) baniſhed by Tyrarts ; carried cap-| 


five by violence , or caſually caſt by (þp- 
wrack, or Tempe#t into a Wilderneſs, or 
amongſt, Pagans, where no poſhbility of 
recovering a miniſter , if the graveſt and 


ableſt amongſt them ſhould by general] 


conſent be choſen to officiate in their 

Congregation, God: no doubt would hold 

him guiltleſs in ſuch a caſe of extremity. 
Except they be lawfully called thereunto. 
A lawfull calling is partly internal, 


_ partlyegternal, the Internal part thereof] 


Eirſt, 


conſiſteth in two things. 


—— 
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Firſt, in having a deſire and delight to 


| undertake the 9niniſtery. 


"By deſire I underſtand, not every fond 


- fancy, liglit or ſlight affection , but a ſeri- 
- ous and reduced tendency of the ſoul to 
that calling. Eſpecially, when ſuch perſons, 


if conſulting finiſter reſpets, might have 
provided more plentifully both for them- 
ſelves, and their poſterity; yer paſſing by - 


'more gainfull profeſſions, whereof they 
| were equally capable with others, their 


reſtleſs fouls cannot be centred with fatis- 
faction on any profeſſion, ſave that of rhe 
miniſtery, Thus Tim. 3.1. If a man deſire 


the Office of a Biſhop he deſireth a good 
-| thing,not the hononr,burt the office, not the 


profit , but the pazn: whence J+*5s mans na- 
tural appetite, if he have as great a de- 

fire thereunto as to his natural food. 
Secondly , in having ſome competent 
ability to diſcharge that Office, I ſay com- 
petent : For for theſe things who are ſuf. 
ficient © It is a Burthen too heavy for the 
back of an Angel; Some skill in Greek,and 
Hebrew that he may competently recover 
the Scripture in the is co yome $kill 
in 


$o The ſecond Reconciley. 


ſhew-bread properly belonging to Prices, 
alone. Otherwiſe men muſt nor firſt mak 
neceſsities , and then make uſe of thoſe xe 


ceſsities to excuſe their extraordinanſ 
pradtices. For inſtance, ſuppoſe ſome out 


of ſullenneſs and pride, conceiving them: 
ſelves too good to converſe with commer 
Chriſtians,ſhould ſeparate themſelves (be: 
ing none of them m2zniſters) into a ſolitz 
ry place from all ſociety. It were preſump- 
tion for one of them to adventure on thy 
Office of the miniFery. But put caſe ſome 
number of people'( none of them ever or: 
dained) baniſhed by Tyrarts , carried cap- 
tive by violence , or caſually caſt by (bp- 
wrack , or Tempest into a Wilderneſs, or 
amonegſt. Pagans, where no poſſibility of 
recovering a miniſter , if the graveſt and 
ableſt amongſt them ſhould by general 
conſent be choſen to officiate in their 
Congregation, God no doubt would hold 
him guiltleſs in ſuch a caſe of extremity. 
Except they be lawfully called thereunto. 
A lawfull calling is partly internal, 
partly external , the Internal part thereof 
confiſteth in two things, | 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, in having a deſire and delight to 
undertake the miniſter. 
By deſire I underſtand, not every fond 


fancy, light or flight affetion , but a ſeri- 
| ous and reduced tendency of the ſoul to 


that calling. Eſpecially,when ſuch perſons, 
if conſulting finiſter reſpets, might have 
provided more plentifu)ly both for them- 
ſelves, and their poſterity; yer paſſing by 
more gainfull profeſſions, whereof they 
were equally capable with others, their 
reſtleſs fouls cannot be centred with ſatis- 
faction on any profeſſion, ſave that of rhe 
miniſtery, Thus 77m. 3.1. If 4 man deſire 
the Office of a Biſhop he deſireth a good 
thing,not the honogr,but the office, not the 
profit , but the pain: whence 555 mans na- 
tural apperite, if he have as great a de- 
fire thereunto as to his natural food. 
Secondly , in having ſome competent 
ability to diſcharge that Office, I ſay com- 
petent : For for theſe things who are ſuf. 
ficient © It is a Burthen too heavy for the 
back of an Angel; Some skill in Greek,and 
Hebrew that he may competently recover 


the Scripture in the 0ri2inal. Some $kill 
G in 
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in Logick to analize the Scripture aright, 
For although the words of tie Apoſtle, 


2 Tim. 2. 15. Rightly dividing the word of 


truth , be principally int:nded, 7heslogual 
diviſions (giving comfort to whom com- 
fortt errour to whom tcrrour belongs ) yet 
even Lozicall dividing is necefliry for the 
clear parcelling and expounding the word, 
Some skill not in vain bur fu!t Philoſophy 
'to underſtand the Metaphors of Scripture, 


Know here, great the d,fference of abili-P 


ties in ſeveral ages. In t1me of general ig- 
norance a leſſer degree of knowledge muſt 
be admitted : Sad the times in the begin- 
ning 07 Queen E/zFabeth, when by her Ma- 
Jeſfzes injunctions , the Clergy were com- 
manded to read the Chapters over once 
or twice by themſelves; that fo they might 
be the better enabled to read them diſtinQ- 
ly in the Congregation. Bleſſed be God, 
we have an alteration to the better , and 
lately there hath been plenty of able men, 
were their parts bur ſufficiently ſanctified; 


which hath brought me to the third part} 


of the Internal Call viz. Inward H olineſs 


This is mainly material as rendred for 
a 


—— 
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a reaſon of the extraordinary ſucceſs of 


the miniflery of Barnabas, Acts 11. Why 

much people were added to the Lord , by his 
reaching. For he was a good man. and 

full of the Holy Chri#t and of faith, &c. 

I deny not but it may be poſflible 
even for a wicked miniſter , wtute of ficij 
by virtue of his office to conyerr , others 
ro God, Bur far betterit is when done 
officio virtms, by the office and ethcacy 


'. of his virtues, as the Inſtrumentzl caute 
thereof. True it is Dantel 12. 3. They that 


turn maiy 10 righteouſneſs ſhall be as the 
ſtars for ever and ever , but what went be- 


fore in the ſame verſe; and they that be 


wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament. And what ſaith Selomon Prov. 9. 
22. If thou be wiſe thou ſhalt be wiſe for 
thy ſelf, chiefly labouring to make his ow; 
calling and eleftion ſure. SP 

The External call conſiſts, firſt , in the 


* approbation of ſuch in the Church,which 


have power and place to examine them. 
For know. all men by nature have Lao- 
dicean hamonr in their ſouls , ready to ſay; 


I am rich, and have need of nothing, whe 
G2 indeed 
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indeed they are poor and have need of all 
things. 1 have gifts, 1 have graces fit to 
make a miniſter , will ſwelling emptineſs 
 fay,when modeſt abilility is often ſilent. 
Now let another praiſe thee, and not thy 
own mouth. Let guilty droſs decline the 
Touch-ſflone ; good gold rejoyceth when 
brought thereunto , But let theſe alſo firſt 
be proved. A great Emphaſis is couched 
in alſo , how good ſocyer they may be re- 
ported : let their hoxeſſy and ability both 
of them be firſt examined,wherein eminent 
holineſs may make the leſs knowledge to 
paſs currant, but no knowledge how great 
ſoever can qualific profaneſs for the office. 
But all theſe will not do the deed to 
make a Lawfull miniſter, ſtill one thing, 
and but one thing 1s wanting , and that is 
ordination, Acts 14. B. Titus 1. 5. the ſo- 
lemnity whereof with the Ceremony uſed 
thereat are ſet forth in ſcripture. This done 
after the 1nternal, and Exterval cail com-| 
png by Approbation and, Ordination, 
Ict one fo qualified preach the word , be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort , with all long-ſuffering and 
Doctrine 
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Do@rine , The Lord proſper the work of his 
hands , yea,the Lord proſper his handy work, 
we have wiſhed him good ſucceſs in the name 
of the Lord. 
Come we now to reſume our main Do- 
aFrine , which is this. None may ordinarily 
execute the Office of a Preacher,except law- 


fully called thereunto. This firſt , appears 


by the Legall Prieſthood appropriated to 
the Sons of Levi, and two eminent Judge- 
ments one to Forraigners uſurping the 
ſame, UJF4h a private man,UJFzah a King, 
to ſhew, that neither high nor low may 
be excuſed therein. VIF4h to the Taber- 
nacle, Utah tothe Temple. To ſhew that 
whether the Church be in motion, in a- 
flutuating and tottering condition , or 
Temple-like in a ſtanding and ſertled eſtate, 
none can be defended : YJF4h out of cha- 
rity miſtaking meaning well : YJJ7/ah out 
of mere pride of heart lifting up himſelf, 
to ſhew,tharGod will not hold them guilt- 
leſs, be their intentions good or bad, UF- 

th favoured, ( at leaſtwiſe not oppoſed) 
by the beholders, and pitied by Pavid 


himſelf, U7F74b reſiſted by the Priefts, 
G 3 ro 
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ro ſhew, that whether men do or do not 
miſlike ſuch intruſion, it is unlawfull in 
it ſelf. YJF4/ inſtanly ſmitten with death, 
UNFiah with a long and lingering ficknets 
parted from publick ſociety, to ſhew that 
divine juſtice goeth' not always the ſame 
path; andthe ſame place in puniſhing of- 
fenders. 

And here it is not unworthy our notice, 
that thovgh Feroboam made Prieſts of 
the meaneſt of the peopic (without any re- 
ſpe to the Tribe of Levi 1 Kings 12. 31. 
never giving his negative voice for any 
mans worthineſs, but whoſoever would 
might be a Prieſt, Yet even thoſe Prieſts, 
did not officiate till the Ceremony of a 
mock-conſecration was paſled upon them, 
2 Chron. 23.9. With the ſacrifice of a Bul- 
lock and ſeven Rams : Well did that wick- 
ed Politician know,that except ſome ſolem- 
nity was uſed to ſeparate his 'Prieſts, as 
mean as they were, from common people, 
his prophane Religion would quickly be 
_ contemned and confounded. 

Secondly , This may be proyed by the 
ſolemn calling and Commiſsion of Chriſts 
Apoſtles. | | Their 
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Their Calling conſiſted in,Come hither. 
Their Commiſsion conſiſted in,Go therefore. 

Their Callrnz., Mark 3. 13. And he g0- 
eth up into a mountain and calleth unto him 
whom he would , and they came unto him. 
Tepaxe Ai (Whence Our Enzliſh Call ) it 
was not who wonld come, but whom he 
called, Chriſt invites all co ſalvation. Come 
unto me all ye that are heavy laden , onely 
ſome to the miziſteria! F unition. 
| _Objed?. It was Moſes his with Num.11. 

27. Would God that all the Lords people 
were Prophets ; what he defired is now 
done, what then withed is now wrought : 
then prayed for, now performed. The 

Pulpit (or Prophecying) according to Moſes 
. his with is now open to all, and fnch dif- 
cover the envis:s ſpirit of Foſbaa who re- 
pine thereat. 

Anſ. 1: followeth not that thoſe things 
either ſhon/d he, or which every good man 
in holy zeal doth deſire. I will not inſtance 
in the with of Darzel, O King live for ever, 
leaſt any ſay, that was but a Court-comple- 
ment , St.. Paul ſaith Romans 10, Brethren 
my hearts deſire for Iſrael is, that they may 

G 4 be 
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be ſaved. Iſracl indefinitely , thar is 1ſrael | 


univerſally , though it neither could nor 
would be ſo, as contrary to the will and 
pleaſure of God in that particular : Thus 
The Expreſſions of Moſes was the com- 
mendable extravagancie of his pious af- 
fection; but not the exact Standard by 
adzquation, whereunto the lawfullneſs of 
all mens Propheſying ſhould be propor:- 
tioned. 

\ The ſecond part of their Commiſſion 
conliſts' in Go therefore, I confeſs the 
Apo#les, when firſt ſent to preach, Matth. 


10. 5. Had but a limited or confined Go, | 


a 20, Which began with, go nor, go »0t zn 


the way of the Gentiles , but 20 rather tothe | 


loi# ſheep of Iſrael. But after Chriſt his re- 
ſurrection , their Commiſſion was gene- 
tal , go ye therefore and teach all nations--- 
and lo I am with you always even to the 
end of the world. 

Men and Brethren let me freely ſpeak un- 
£0 you af the Apoſtles, that they are both dead 
and buried, and their ſepulchers ( though 
vuknown, are amongſt fs unto this day, 


Chriſt therefore promiſing to be with | 


them 


. we Pr FF es Uma 
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themto the end of theworld. therein al- 


ſo intendeth their -poſterity and lawfull 
ſucceſſours. And this is the Chartar from 
whence we miniſters, lawfully ordained, 
juſtly derive our Commiſhon. 

A Third argument might be fetched 
from the practice of the primitiveChurch, 
wherein preaching was onely practiſed 
by ſuch as were lawfully ordained there- 


| unto , which may be cleared by authority 
| out of the Fathers. Bur I purpoſely de- 
| cline this reaſon remembring how Sam- 
ſon ſerved the Philiflines, when faſtened 


Fudges 16. 14. by his locks with a pin: For 
he went away with the pin of the beam ; 


| Thus when we think to have our Adwver- 


ſaries in this point ſafe and faſt , when by 
an argument fetchr from Church-pradiſe 
we ſtake them down to thePrimitive times, 


- away they carry pin and all by lighting 


and contemning ſuch ancient practiſes, as 
no ways concluding them ro. conform 
thereunto. | 

Fourthly.,this appearcth by ſeveral pla- 


. ces of Scripture, as Rem. 10. 15, How ſhall 
| they preach except they be ſent. Now ſhall 


they 
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they preach. That is profitably to cthers, 
comfortably to themſelves , with an af- 
ſurance of Divine Direction , Protection, 
Benediction. It is faid in the fore-going 
words, how ſhall they hear without a preach- 
er ,to ſhew that it is cqually impoſſible 
for men to hear without a preacher, as to 
preach lawfully without ſending. Let ſuch, 
who pretend to preach withouta cal, try 
if they can hear without a preacher. This 
they will never preſume to do, as knowing 
that they ſhall quickly be confuted by the 
reſt in the room, which can hear nothing 
where nothing is ſpoken, though they 
have as quick ears as any others. | 

Secondly, 2 Cor. 12.17. If the whole 
boay were an eye , where were the hear- 
ing ? Prophets we know are termed Seers, 


2 Sam. 9.9. Nowwhere all the body is | 
freht, that may be truly termed not a be-] © 


ay miſtical but monFftrous. 


And hereT lay this down for a poſition 


of undoubted truth , that although ſome 
not called to be mzniſters are often aid 


in Scripture to teach and znſirut? , yet none. 


are ſaid to preach , but ſuch who have a 


pub- 
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publick calling thereunto , take it in the 
yerbe "npvr1o, to preach, or in the partici- 
ple n#v799%, preaching, or in the verbe de- 
' noting The ACt *»evſu* preaching , or in 
the noune *"#V2 » expreſfing the Agent a 
preacher,in all theſerhe word is onely predi- 


| cated of ſuch,who had a ſolemne vocation, 


and were entered into the miniſtery; I ſay 
2gain the aforeſaid word preaching with 
Its derivatives , bting uſed more than ſe- 
yentic timcs in the 7c Teſtament is con- 
ſtantly confincd either to Chriſt, or to his 
Apoſtles, or to is Diſciples , or tothe Dea- 
| £0795, Or to ſome puilick perſons , Making 
the ſame rieir proper {undtions. 

Abate me. onely two places , one Mark 
1.45. Whereof the man cleanſed of the 
Leprofie it is {aid, Ga vwy nzaſo Yyeugmy md. 


The other Mark 7. 26. of the dumb 


and deaf man who admy mararigy fy - 


worry. But here the diſtinction of our 
Tranſlatours is commendible ; who no 
doubt obſerving the conſtant tenour of 
Scripture (the beſt way to expound words 


| therein) and finding the word *#2v90m?, re- 


ſtrained generally ro men of the miniſte- 
rial 
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rial profeſſion have rendered the wor 
here not to preach but to publiſh , Matl| 
1.45. But he went out and began to puh. 
liſh it much ; Mark 7. 36. So much th 
more 4a great deal they publiſh it. Sothy 


without any exception at all the rule nots| 


univerſally true in our tranſlation through] 


the New Teſtament , that preaching is one} 


ly attributed to publick perſons appoint 
ed for the ſame. | 

Ulſe. To confute ſuch who maintain,thi 
men gifted , though not called may preach, 


But let us examine what manner of gifts| 


they pretend. 

Firſt , ſome giſts are ſuch as may he 
ſaid eminently to contain a callzng in then 
namely ſuch,which----------- preſently and 
perfectly are beſtowed upon men , If 1 
mean man utterly unlettered ſhall in an in- 
ſtant be furnithed with Arts and Langu 


ges, as the Apoſtles were (not gaining then 


by degrees with fludy and induſtry) ſuch 
a one would ſtartle, us if challenging iſ 
fatto to be a miniſter , becauſe miracu 
louſly cnabled forthe ſame. And yet w| 
may obſerve, that God to keep order ai 
regu 
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- who! were thus immediately qualificd to 


the Churches approbation. Witmeſs Paul 
and Barnabas ; who, notwithſtanding their 
rich endowments were in this Chapter fo- 
lemnly ſeparated verſe 3 with the faſting 
and prayer of the Church,with their hands . 


layed on them. 


Wherefore I fay again ſhould ſuch a 
perſon appear, commencing per ſaltum, 


complete in all ſciences , and languages, (0 


that all the tongues,which departed from 


Babel in a confuſion , ſhould meet in his 


mouth in a method, it would give afſu- 
rance to others, that theſe his gifts came 
down from the Father of lights, if willing- 
ly ſubmitting himſelf ro the examination, 
and ordination of ſuch to whom it pro- 
perly doth belong. Otherwiſe if amongſt 
all other gifts; the cflential grace of hu- 
mility be wanting, it will render the reſt 


ſaſpe&ted from what fountain they do 


proceed. 
But let us ſurvey what gifts thoſe are, 


; which generally are moſt boaſted of by 


nt, God is my witneſs, 


oppoſers inthis po! 
I 
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I ſpeak it without bitterneſs or any Saty. 
ricall rcfleftion. Are they not for the mof 
part ſuch as may be reduced to boldneſs, 
confidence , memory , and volubility of 
congue. Might they not truely ſay of many 
of their Sermons what the Sez of the Pro 
phets faid.of their Axe 2 Kings 6. 5. Alu 
zt borrowed , venting chiefly the notes and 
endeavours of others. 

Bur grant their gifts never fo creat, gre 


ces ſo good, parts io perfect, endowments 


ſo excelent , yet meer 2:ftiuo without call- 
ing makes not a lawfu!l Preacher, Thi 
appears by Chri/'- pradtice, Luke 4. 26, 
where we read it was his cuſtom to go in- 
tothe Synagorues every Sabbath day. All 
this time C/7:/7 was admirably gifted, and 
endowed with Gods ſpirit. ihe miniſter 0 


NaRareth might fay to our Saviour more 


truly than Fohz the Baptiſt : 7 have need 
to come to thee, and comeſt thou to me. He 
was able to teach his Teachers, yet all this 
while he was filent, tooke not on him the 
Office of a Preacher , and why, becauſe as 
yet he had not received his Commiſſion 


from God for 'that office, and there-| 


fore 
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fore till he was paſt thirty years of age, he 
was contented probably to follow his Z- 
thers calling of a Carpenter, Mark 6, 3.Cet- 
tainly ) ro conceal himlelt in 2 private 
condition , For it is ſaid, Matih. g. 27. 
From that time Feſus began to preach, and 
jo ſay , repent , for the Kingdom of heaven 
# at hand, chat is, from the tiine that Fo/ 73 
the Bapteft was ſhutupin Pr/ſoz. For fic 
it was that the day-ſrar ſhould ſet before 
the Sur Cid ariſe; Abating therefore one=- 
ly that Eflay which he made Zyke 2.When 
he Diſputed with the Dri. an the Temple, he 
adventured not on any publick perfor- 
mance of preaching, as well knowing, that 
his exquiſite accompliſhments would not 
bear him our therein, except ſolemnly 
called thereunto. 

Remarkeable allo is his anſwer to 
| the Phariſees queſtion, demanding of 
him, Matth. 21.23. as he was teaching, 
by what authority doſt thou theſe things, 
and who gave thee this authority ; which 
plainly ſhewerth, thar the P/pzt inthar age 
did not_lye open in common , to any who 
_ would ſtock the ſame , but was ſcqueſtred 

Wo 
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to {ele perſons approved for the place, 


Yea, our Saviour, doth not deny, he had 
authority,burt denies to tell them what au- 
thority he had racitely ; confefling him- 
ſelf obnoxtous to juſt cenſure, if being a 
mere private man without Commiſion 
either o74inary , or extraordinary (iuch his 
licenſe ad predicandum) he had wounded 
that profeſs:07. 

Objef. It a maſter may teach his Fami- 
ly,he may preach in the Church. For what 
is a Family but a ſmall Church, ot a Church 
but a great Family. The place 'makes no 
difference in the Duty, nor doth the num- 
ber of people alter the nature of the exer- 
ciſe. Beſides it is poſſible that ſome nume- 
rows Family , may have more people init 
than ſome narrow Pariſh. 

Anſwer. The latrer is confeſt , but the 
main 1s this; His calling extends onely to 
his Family , exceeding which compaſs his 
voice (how ſtentorious ſoever )is affeual- 
ly dumb, as to any converting operation, 
be cauſe deſerting his vocation. 

Yet of ſuch gifted men,who without or- 
dination preſume to preach, we may ob- 

{erve 


> 


_ 
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obſerve two ranks or kinds, firſt thoſe who 
hold another calling (as I may ſay ) in 
commendum with preaching , and diſcharge 
both employments. Secondly , ſuch who 
quit & forlake their former calling,and be- 


| | take themſelveswholy to preach the Word? 


To the former of theſe, I commend the 
words of the Diſciples, As 6.2. It s 
not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of 
God and ſerve Tables, which tendereth two 
remarkeables to our conſiderations. 
Firſt,that the Apo/7/es would not be Pl- 


 rallifts in profeſſions, nor retain two callings 


at the ſame time, and yet ſerving of Tables 
in thar {ence [that is, overſeeing the poor] 
was more compatible with preaching than 
any other employment,as being in ics own 
pature of a charitable conFiitution , and an 
office afterwards uſed in the Church as an 
entrance of Probationers into the miniſtery. 

Secondly , the Apoſtles refuſal to be 
double-called at once proceeded from one 


| or both of theſe reaſons. Either becauſe 
they accounted it too heavy a taske for 


one perſon, though they were moſt mira-' 
culouſly accompliſhed , in which reſpect 
H the 
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the ability, and activity of their parts 
might have as much #biquitarineſs,as mor- 
tall man can pretend to , to be preſent at 
once in diſtant employments. Or elſe their 
recuſancy was cauſed from an apprehenſi- 
on, that it was diſgracefull #nequally to yoke 
the preaching of Gods word with any other 
vocation , and beneath the dignity thereof 
to couple it with a ſerving of Tables. 

Thirdly we ſee they were reſolved,as to 
let go the meaner , ſ@ to retain the moſt 
noble and neceflary function of preaching, 
whence moſt glory redoundeth to God, 
and profit to his people. 

How then can men now adays of mean- 
er parts and endowments diſcharge that, 
which the Apoſtles did decline Preach ; the 
Word, 8 ſerve a Ship,Preach the Word,and 

ſervea Shop , Preach the Word, and ſerve 
the Loomes, Preach the Word, and ſerve the 
Laſt , retaining either manual or military 
employment with the ſame ? 

Object. It is lawfull for men to practice 
a mechanick calling in conjunction with 

their preaching , warranted by the exam- 
le of St. Pay! himſelf, building at the 
ſame 
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ſametime the Tents of men,and the Temple 
of - Gol *Y ea, he faith himſelf, 47s 20. 34. 
yea,y0% your ſelves know; that theſe hands 
have miniſtred unto my neceſsities,and again 
1 Corinth! 4. 12. and labour working with 
our own hands. © Fo 

-. AnſWw. Extraordinary accidents are not 
to be drawn into &rdinary pradtice. The 
Apoſttte did not this-commonly and con- 
ſantly;bur for a ſhort time,ata very pinch, 
out of # holy deſign , namely toſtarve the 
falſe Prophets amongſt the Corinthians, 
and therefore this his at oughr not to be 
precedential to others, who. are to apply 


- | theniſelves totally to the 974niFery. 


Others there are whick wholly deſert 
their former vocation , and betake them- 
ſelves totally ro the preaching of the 
word,” To: the ſcrious thoughts of ſuch [ 
offer the words of St. Perer 14. 15. But 
let none of you ſuffer 4s a Murderer,or as a 
Thief, 0# 45 an evil Doer, or as 4 buſie body 
in other mens matters. See what a crew 
the Apoſtle hath choſen out, as onely fit 
to keep company with »uſie bogres ; Sure- 
ly buſre-bodyneſs is an hainous offence of 


H 3 greatcr 
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greater guilt than men.generally.do kno, 
or-will acknowledge. Noſcitur E ſocio,dark 
Men are expounded by their companions. 
The. 'great- offence 'therein appeareth by 


ſucit wich whom the ApoſHe doth! aflociate | 


chem; And what greater buſ#e-body, than he 
who invadeth the Hardeſt,and Higheſt,and 
Holieſt of profeſſions,never ordained there- 
unto contrary to the Courcel of the Apoſtle 
of, Chorinth, 7. 24. Brethren let every one 
wherein he & called therein abide with God. 
And here with all reſervation of due re- 
ſpect , and deſerved honour to men of 
military profeſsion; 1 humbly conceive that 


It May be plainly proved-ourt of Scripture, | 


that Souldrery and Mzniſtery were ſuch di- 
{tirict callings, that they met not in- one 
and the ſame profeſſion. - For the Apoſtle 
being to prove the equity and right of Az- 
niſters maintenance,fetcheth an argument, 
of Cor. 9. 7. From the wages juſtly due 
unto Souldiers. Who goeth te Warfare at 
any time on his own charees, and thence 
concludeth werſe 14. Even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel, Which words, it 
peruſed with unpartial eyes , they ſct up 
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pl partition betwixt the two calling; 45 not + 


then concurring in-the ſame perlons, 
. And here” take notice'of | a ſtrange and 


- incredible alteration - within this {aſt ten 


years in England, that cither' mc ' are 
ſuddenly grown more able than: before, 


orelle the. Miniſtry is become' more cafie' 


than+:in- former. \ages. .Some iten years 
fince when thoſe of the Clergy. were 'ex- 
claded the Commiſsion of the peace, this 
principall: reaſon 1s: rendered in the-AR, 
why miniſters ſhould'not be admitted Fr- 


ſtices of the Peace, becauſe preathing of the 


word is enough to: take up the whole man, 
ſo that they muſt be 'wanting to the calling 
of cheir-miniſteriallfunttion , it attending 

tt the ſame time' another employment. 
And yert-ſce now on a ſuddain,ſome con- 
eeive -themſelves able ſufficiently to fol- 
low a manual trade all the weeke , and alfo 
qualified for preaching on-- the Lords 
dy after. I ſay again; either men in our 
age are mounted on a ſuddain'to be more 
dextrousand knowing, or the miniſtery is 
ſooped to be more. facile and obyious, ot 
(which I fear is the” trueſt) men are grown 
H 3 more 
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more daring .impudent and: prophane'than 
in the days of our Fathers. n02 

 Ohler luch remember what 18.rhvrizfen 
in the Prophetical Epiſtlgof St. Fudleplan 
ced Jaſt and. next: to the Revelation, as, 
containing the predidtian of {ucly things 
as ſhould happen in the Church:rowards 


the end of the world werſ. 11. avdperiſh- | 


ed in the gain-ſaying of ''Korah.. What 
24in-ſaying-this was. we all khow ; Num. 
16. 4. partly conſiſting :in challenging 
Moſes and Aaron :to take too.muckhupon 
them, partly in preſuming- to performsae 


High Priefis office. Their. periſhiug al.is 


notoriouſly . known, thei earth (meltewnsy 


them «p , and this exceltent.note deſerteth | 


Our beſt heed in it-'(becauſe ſtragling'out 
of the body of that Hiftory) Num, 460 1. 
miwithſtanding the Childrep 'ofri Kona 
eyed nat. 212 liv F vio! 


1 7 142-I8.;* DAT TONS ES 
.. Godin like mannet,no doubt, tyiyi ans 
will out of pity preferyc the Childrens 
Korgh ach ſeduced:perſons; whoſe :{19: 


plicity :is practiſed on; by:the ſubuilty: | 


others ; but.oh let thoſe look to iywho.a# 
Ringleaders. herein, that Gods JE HY 
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be no looſer in the main, he will take off 
from the children and lay load on the Fa- 
thers. Pardon well meaning perſons impo- 
ſed on by others, and ſeverely cenſure their 
Conductours, if not ſeaſonably, compound- 

ed with him by ſerious repentance. 

And here I requeſt the unpartial Rea- 
der ſeriouſly to peruſe the following paſ- 
ſage,being the words of Mr. Bilzey at the Fox 
ſtake , as he ſtood ready to ſeal the truth ee aed 
with his blood. Having made a brief repe- 
tition of the Articles of his faith, coming to 
theſe: words; 7 believe the Catholick 
Church, pauſed awhile & then proceeded. 
| Good people, I muſt here confeſs to have 

ended the Church , in preaching once a- 
gain#t the prohibition of the ſame, at a poor 
Care belonging to Trinity Hall in Cambridee, 
where I was Fellow , eafnefily intreated 
thereunto by the Curate, and other good peo- 
ple of the Pariſh; ſhewing, that they had no 
ſermon there of long time before , and ſo in 
my conſcience moved, 1 did make a poor col- 


| lationtothem , and thereby ran inte the diſ- 


obedience of certain authority in the Church, 
by whom I was prohibited: Howbeit 1 truſt 
3 _ H 4 at 
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at the general day , charity that mowed me 
10 this Aft, ſhall bear me out at the Fudge- 
ment-ſeat of” God. 

Many things herein are conſiderable. 
Firſt, Bi/ney at this time was. a Maſter of 
Arts atleaſt , and able to diſcharge the 

place. Secondly, being Fellow of that Col- 
 leage which was Patron to the Church ; he 
had ſome obligation in conſcience to {ee 
the place provided for : Thirdly , invited 
by the Carate and the Pariſh, it ſeemerh 
© amount to a ſufficient calling; Laſtly,the 
long want of theWord in that place,might 
make him compaſſhonate their condition. 

Notwithſtanding this four-fold-cable to 
draw onBilney to this performance, he ſaith, 
he did it but once, he made not'a common 
and conſtant practice thereof, Secondly, 
he did nor pleaſe or delight himſelf in the 
memory of what he had done, nor maketh 
he mention thereof in a rejoycing, much 
leſs in a bragging manner ; but onely by 


way of neceſſary excuſe , as lomewhat- 


troubled at the deed done, but hoping (as 


well he might) thar God beholding the 


act,as qualified with the aforeſaid etrcum- 
ances, 
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ſtances, and proceeding from a pious in- 
tent10n, would acquit him from any guilr 
therein. | 

Lec ſuch lay this to their hearts, who want- 
ing che tithe of Bz/zey his ability,undefired 
by the Miniſter of the place, (yea ſome- 
times againſt his will) do not with Bz/zey 
but once, but make an uſual practice and 
common cuſtom to preach againſt the 
prohibi;ton of the Church, whoſe ancient 
Caness: have ordered ir, that none except 


Probationers by way of Trial, may preach 


the ward. It is to be feared that many. 


who-run before Bz!rev into the Pulpit, will 
(carce halr after him to follow, him to the 

ſtake. 2 C5 
However let us Miniſters; make a ſ{cru- 
tiny in our pwn ſ6uls, what. may be the 
reaſon that we are fallen into ſuch diſgrace. 
So that God in his juſtice hath permitted 
our function (formerly fenced about from 
common feet with an awtull reverence) 
now for any to enter upon it, Pal. $0.12. 
Why haſt thou broken down our hedges : haſt 
broken them; that is, haſt permitted others 
to break them, Sure ſomething 1s in 1t 
more 
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more than we miniſters generally take no- | 


rice of, that God hath expoſed us and our 
calling to contempt. 

Tully in his firſt 0ratton againſt Catzlin, 
being himſelf then Conſul of Rome , inqui- 
ring into the cauſes of the many diſtem- 
pers and diſtractions of . the ſtate, and the 
' preſumption of bold perſons to diſturbe 
the ſame, ingenuouſly confeſſeth, nos, nos, 
dico aperte, conſules deſumus. We, we, 
(ſpcaking of Mark Anthony and himfelt) 
we Generals are wanting in our places. 

In like manner we may ſay, nos ſacerds- 


tes, Presbiteri , Miniſiri (how would we be 


rearmed 5 nos, dico aperte, deſumus. We 
Prieſts and Miniſters are wanting to God, 
or to out ſelves, or to our Congregation, 
or to.all.; that God in his juſt judgement 
deals with us as with 7ſrael, 2 Kings 10. 
32. begins to cut ws ſhort , pareth us in our 
Profeflion, abaterh us in our honour , di- 
miniſheth us in our dignity. Let us ſearch 
out the cauſe diligently, and having found 
it,zealouſly endeavour to remove it,other- 
wiſe if we honour God, he will honour us, 
bur-if we proceed in our fins, he will 
| pro- 


. 
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proceed to pour more ſhame and dif- 
grace upon us , till our calling, whoſe repu- 
tation begins daily to leſſen, become ar laſt 
(though to the confuſion of ſuch as con- 
remn 1t ) a very ſhame and reproach. 

And now I truſt that nore can take juſt 
exception at what I have freely, but with- 
out ſpleen or malice ſpokenof the blame- 
worthy practices of ſuch, who intrude 
themſelves into our Profeſſion, having un- 
partially reproved even my ſelf and thoſe 
of my own function : and thus my ſword 
having cqually cut on both fides; I now 
put it up into the ſheath, never to be drawn 
inthis piace or quarrel again. 
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THE THIRD 


RECONCILER. 


Luk» It. 2. 


When ye pray, ſay ,Our Father, &c. 


N the foregoing verſe the Diſciples pre- 
ſent our Saviour with a Petition, qua- 
lifled with, Equity, Brevity, and Perſpe- 
cuity; Such a Petition need never doubt of 
ſucceſs when brought to a juſt Judge. It 
conſiſteth of two parts. 
r. The body of the Petition , Maſter 
teach us to pray. 

2. A reaſon to edge and enforce the 
ſame, drawn from the precedent of Fohn 
the Bapti# , as John alſo taught his Diſct- 

les. | 
, As if they had, ſaid Maſter, we have ta- 


ken ſpecial notice of that high opinion, you 
: "ever 


Matth. 
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ever had of John the Baptiſt, whom you al- 
ways eſteemed a Perſon of ſignal ſandFity and 
exemplary devotion. We have heard you ſay 
of him , that he was move than a Prophet , 


that he mas the ſecand Elias,and none great- 


er amongſt them, who were born of Women. 
New he had Diſciples a8 you have , and it 
was his conſtant cul*om 16 teach them how 19 
pray, as it is now our hum31s ſuit and veque#, 
that in Imitation of his prattice, you would 
be pleaſed toanſtrutt us likewiſe how to pray. 

Take notice in the mean time of the ad- 
miftablebwmnilttie and condifcention in-out 
Sevuiomy, nowhit angry and offended with 
his P#ſciples, akhough''they! in a manner 
preferibed Fohy the Bapriſt as a pattern for 
him'totmirate. Had we been in Chriſts 
place, I mean had- we had his parts and 
power with' our own pride, how ſhould 
we have tooke this in diſdam and diftaſt, 
that one fo far our inferiour was pro- 

unded to ns to follow-his example. We 
ſhould have returned, Fohn the Baptiſt is 
not worthy by his own confeſſion, to bear 
mry ſhoes ,- Or as he (aith elſewhere, to un- 


looſe the latchet of my ſhoes , and again 
he 
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he plainly confefleth , He who cometh af- 

ter me is preferred before me; let Fohn £4: 
order his Diſciples as he pleaſe,and I will 7, 
Diſcipline mine according to mine own 27- 
will. I will not be concluded by his pra- 
ice, Lam to give not to receive directi- 

ONS. 

Not (o our Saviour he, manifeſteth not 
the leaſt degree of diſguſt , bur willingly 
and cheerfully granteth their requeſt,wher 
Je pray, ſay, our Father. 

Learn we from hence,when we behold a 
commendable precedent fet before us in 
{uch,who either are,or elſe in our proud elf 
admiring opinion are eſteemed our 1»feri- 
ours, not to diſdain to follow and imitate 
thedſame, let not the maſter think much to 
'write after a good copy of his ſervants (ct- 
ing. | 
"Obſerve in the words, the time, When; 
the perſons, Ye; the practice or duty, Pray, 
the direRtion of the duty , ſay our Father, 
&. Webegin with the time When. 

From which we collect this Doctrine. 
Men ought to finde out a When , wherein they 
are to pour forth their hearts in prayer ww- 


to God. Queſt. 
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neſt. How often is this When to re- 
turn, and what rules can you give us by 
what number we ſhould regulate our quo- 
tidian Devotions. 

Anſ. Firſt , I will tell you how often1 
finde a Saint and ſervant of God in Scrip- 
ture to pray z but on this condition , that 
you will promiſe not to be frighted with 
the prodigious number of his dayly devo- 
tions. The party is David, who ſaith thus 
of himſelf, Pſal. 119. 164. Seven times a 
day 40 I praiſe thee, Admirable, how could 
David (pare ſo much time from his pri- 
wvate and publick employments ; not to {peak 
of his Family aff airs, having ſix Wives, 


2 Sam.3. 5. cn Concubines 2 Sam. 15» 26. 


and more Children by them , which nit 
needs perplex him with much Domeſtical 
bufineis. David was a mortal King , and 
needs muſt be employed in multiplicity 
of matters. Now to ſend diſpatches to 
that Foreign Agent, read the received In- 
telligence from him , give audience to this 
Embaſladour,ſendOrders to that General, 
Inſtructions to thar Commander, be pre- 


ſent at the Council , hear Petitions , judge 


caulcs 
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cauſes, &c.muſt needs engroſs much time, 
yet David in all this tertn of buſineſs 
found a conſtant vacation , wherein + he 
might perform ſeven times his dayly De- 
yotions. And though ſeven may here ſeem 
a certain for an uncertain number, yer 
probable it is, David rather excceded, than 
fell ſhort of rhe ſame. 

One asked a Phyloſopher , what was the 
beſt rime for a man toecat in, to whom he 
oy replyed, A rich man may eat 
when he pleaſe , a poor man when he can, his 
witty anſwer may afford us this grave ap- 
plication ; Be thou poor, or be thou rich, - 
pray thou both when thou wilt and when 
thou canfſt, as often as thou haſt cirher ne- 
ceflicy , or conveniency, I will not ſtint 
thee to Canonicall hours , bur embrace all 
opportunities that are rendered: unto thee, 
to expreſs thy ſervice to God in thy pray- 
ors. 

ObjecF, Bur it ſeems we are obliged to 
conſtant praying, as the Euchites did in the 
Primitive Church, ſecing the Apoſtle ſaith, 
I Theſ. 5. 17. pray continually,or pray with: 
ont ceaſing, and if fo, if all our FT 

L c 
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be praying,how ſhall weattend our callings | 
an 


concionably diſcharge our other. re- 
lations. 

Anſw. Firſt in Seripture-language, vhat 

is ſaid to be done continually which is done 


every morning , and every night , Exedus | 


29.38. Now this « that which thou ſhalt 
offer upon the Altar, two Lambs of the firſt 
year day by day continually ; and this was 
conftantly called Fuze- * Fg or the 
continual ſacrifice, Numbers 28.3. and 
the 6. 10. EFr4 3. 5.In proportion where- 


unto whoſoever conſtantly prayerh morn- | 


ing, and evening , though following his 
calling,and attending his own occaſions 
all the intermediate time, may be ſaid ac- 
cording to the Apoſiles precept, to pray 
continualy or without ceaſing. 

Second ly,by praying continually or with- 
ont ceaſing,is meant, Endeavours ſo to tem: 
per thy ſoul, as always to be in a praying ca- | 


pacitiethough not aftually projing.ge be not | 


put paſt an abilitie to diſcharge that Duty. 
Such therefore who are ſo diſcompoſed 
with fin or finfull paſſion , that they are 
rendered thereby utterly impotent to Pray; 

in 


\ 
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fin againſt the command of the Apoſtle. 


- Otherwiſe it is no: breach thereof to inter- 


mit their prayers ' and ceaſe ſometimes 
from the fame, it being ſaid of our Saws- 
our himſcif in the verſe before our Text, 
As he was praying in 4 certainplace when 


| he ceaſed. 


Uſe. Muſt we finde a ſet time to prays 
ſerverh this to confute ſuch who can afford 
a When to Eat , and a When to Drank, a 
When to Sleep, a When to Talk, and a When 
to Walke; and a When to Work, and a When 
to Play: but cannot finde out a hes to 
Pray according to our Saviour his com- 
mand,When ye pray. Yet God', Eccleſ.3. 1. 
hath made a time for all things, ſave that 
which man doth ar all times, I mean ſin. 
How many are there that pinch on Gods 
{ide,and as the crond of People, Luke 8.45. 
0" A018 GuyEnuge 0 xa; am)\ilot's, the mulrt- 
tude throng thee,and preſs thee z ſoworld- 


ly men, to make room for their temporal 


affairs, thruſt, throng, contract; yea ſome- 
times, do wholy juſtle out and omit their 


dayly Devotions. 
Come we now to the perſon, ye. 


I 2 ; Queſt. 


116 The third Reconciler. 


ueſt. Were not Chriſts Diſciples able 
to pray before this time? Sure I am, they 
were able to caſt our Devils. For it is ſaid 
in the foregoing Chapter werſe 17. And 
the ſeventy returned again with joy, ſaying, 
Ford, even the Devils are ſubject unto us 
t hroagh thy name. Now to caſt out Devils 
is a harder thing than ro pray , becauſe 
ſome Devils are of ſo ſullen and ſurly a na- 
ture, Matth. 17. 21. That.they go not out 
but by prayer and faſting ; Being thus there- 
fore impowered with ability to caſt out 
Divels, ſurely the greater did include the 
leſſer , and it is wonder they ſhould now 
 defire a Direction to pray. Say not that 
Ehriſt made a reſumption of that power 
which once he beſtowed upon them , and 
after their return from preaching depri- 
ved them of them ſeeing, Romans 11. 29. 

the gifts of God are without repentance . 
 Anſw. Some anſwer this by pleading a 
Mertathefis or transpoſition in the Hiſtory 
of St. Luke, ſetting down that firſt which 
was laſt done, a figure very frequent in the 
Old Teſtament. But this is , though the 
beſt of ſhifts yet the worſt of anſivers , laſt 
| £0 
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to be tried , and leaſt to be truſted, ſaving 
in ſuch caſes as ſeem to be capable of no 
other ſolution. No need of this refuge at 
this time, and therefore we decline the 
ſame. 

Secondly, it is anſwered, that it is a 
greater argument of Gods fayour to us, 
and our ſincerity to him, if we can power 
forth unto him an acceptable prayer, then 
if enabled to diſpoſſeſs Devils. This ap- 
peareth by the Plea of the Reprobate to 
Chriſt at the laſt judgement , Matth. 7. 22. 
Many will ſay unto me in that day , Lord, 
Lord,have we n0t propheſied in thy Name, 
and in thy Name have caſt out Devils, and 
in thy Name have done many wonderfull 
works 2 Nor doth Chriſt confure what they 
alleadge as falſe, but reje& it as in (uffici- 


ent; Ferily I ſay unto you , 1 know you not. 


Thus ſuch miraculous endowments are 
compatible with damnation : whileſt the 
Spirit of ſupplication (enabling us to pray 
acceptabl y to God) is none of thoſe gifts 
beſtowed upon the Soxs of Ketur a,but ſuch 
as are conferred on Iſaacs alone,given one- 
ly to us Sons, Saints, and ſeryants of God. 

E3 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, and chiefly I anſwer,certainly 
the ſeveral Apoſtles and Diſciples had for- 
merly their particular prayers; and as 1 
may term them , perſonal Devotions. Peter 
0 doubt had his , and Andrew his, James 
and Fobntheir particular forms of 1vo- 
cations. But now they deſired that Chrift, 
would gratifie them with ſuch a general 
prayer, unto which they might all joyntly 
concur with their Amer thereunto, and all 
their ſeveral Devotions unite , and center 
themſelves therein. 


They alſo defired ſuch a prayer, as they 


might tranſmit as an Heir-Loom to all 
poſterity, and intail it on the Church to be 
uſed ſucceſſively by all generations. Here- 
in I hearken to the Dzſciples requeſting 
our Saviour, as tothe mouth of all Chri- 
ſtians:For they ſpeak as theSpeakers or Pro- 
locutours,for the Church inall ages deſiring 
this boon to be beſtowed upon them. 
Here is worthy our obſervation, that 
our Saviour had once formerly delivered 
the ſame prayer both for the manner and 
matter thereof , and yet. how again at his 
Diſciples requeſt, recommendeth the ſame 


(ſome | 
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(ſome inconfiderable differences abated) 
unto the practice of his Diſciples. 

For whoſoever ſhall compare this prayer 
delivered by our Savioar, Matth.6. 9. with 
this made by him , Zyke 11. 2. Will finde 
them not to be paralell places (as many 
in the Goſpels) preſenting one and the ſelf 
ſame matter, but two different ſtories 
as will appear by the following circum- 
ſtances. 

1. That was made on a mountain when 
multitudes of people were gathered toge- 
ther to hear itz This compoſed in a pri- 
vate place when Ghri#f was ſolitary with 
his Diſciples. | 

2. That was freely tendered by our $4- 
viour unſought , unſued to, to all his Au- 
ditory ; This granted at the inſtance and 
requeſt of his Diſciples to them alone. 

3- That was inſerted, 8 incorporated in 
the very body & bowels of a moſt heayen- 
ly ſermon. This not in preaching,but after 
praying when Chriſt ceaſed from the ſame. 

Now might not the Dzſciples have mur- 
mured hereat, might they not have faid, 
Maſter, we expe&cd you would have fa- | 
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youred us ſo far(as being your ſervants in 
Ordinary)as for your ſakes to have compo- 
ſed 8& compiled a ſpick and ſpan new pray- 
er, which we your Diſciples might have 
uſed as a memorial of our MaHer. W hereas 
this prayer is an old one, we heard the ſame 
for all the eſſentials thereof, a twelve 
month fince in that ſermon you made on 
theexpoſition of the law,hence we obſerve; 
one good prayer well compoſed , the more 
uſed the more acceptable to heaven; think 
not, like laviſh Conrtiers,our prayers ſhall 
be more welcome, if always appearing in 
a new ſuite, a new dreſs of language and 
expreſſion, 
. But as the good Houſe-holder, brought 
_ out of his Treaſury things new & old(onely 
*#ew, had been too prodigal, onely old had 
Been too PENrIOWs ) ſo. reſent thou to 
God . new affections ok 
#10ns , 2 new degree of faith , repentance, 
charity , and never fear the entertainment 
of thy prayer in heaven, though it be an 
old one, and the ſelf-ſame which formerly 
and frequently hath been offered up. 
_ Say, Doctrine; 7t & not enough for meu 
70 


thy old expreſ- 
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10 make mentall prayers but ſometimes they 
owzht orally to expreſs the ſame. Firſt, be- 
cauſe the very ſpeaking of the words doth 
raiſe and rouze people from droufineſs, 
which otherwiſe may aſſault them. I con- 
fels no Chriſtian ought Hypocritically ro 
delight in hearing the Eccho or reverbera- 
tion of his own voice , yet ſometimes the 
ſame may ſerve to give him the watch- 
word, and to ſhake off that lazineſs which 
too offen attendeth our Devotions. Se- 
condUly,prayers ſpoken are good for exam- 
ple to. others, to ſhew that we are not a- 
ſhamed of Gods ſervice, but that our 
tongue dare openly avouch what our heart 
_ doth inwardly conceive. Thirdly,itis good 
for the edification of others, who may ſo 
far be partakers of our prayers, as to joyn 
with us .in them , and to be comforted by 
them. A prayer concealed may have as 
much hear, but a prayer expreſſed hath 
more light therein, it doth ſhine before 
men, and make them glorifie our Father 
which is in heaven. | 
0bj. But Hannah, 1 Samuel. 1.1 3.0nely 


moved her lips,and her voice was not heard; 
em- 
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embracing a middle way betwixt Mental 
and Oral prayer, which can ſeem beſt of all 
as participating of the perfections of both. 

Anſ.\ Hannah herein ſtands ſole and 
ſingle by. her ſelf. Ir is ſufficient that ſhe 
confeſſeth her ſelf to be of a troubled and 
ſorrowfull ſpirit, an excuſe for all her acti- 
ons if. one ſerious ſcrutiny appearing not 
ſo compoſed, and therefore not to be 
drawn into Precedent for others imitation. 

Come we now to anſwer thoſe Cavils, 
which this age hath deviſed againſt the 
Lords prayer; a ſubje& notunneceſlary in 
our days. Indeed when one had made a 
large diſcourſe in the praiſe of Herceles, 
and expected great commendation for the 
ſame, his Audience onely anſwered his cx- 
pe&artion : with this queſtion, quis unquam 
wvituperavit Herculem , whoſoever ſpake in 
the aiſperagement of Hercules. Tntimating 
chus much, that his pains might very well 
be ſpared in a needlels ſubject,all the world 
acknowledging the worth and valour of 
Hercules. The ſame will be faid of the en- 
ſuing part of my ſermon, ut quid hec per- 


aitios, what needeth this waF of words and 


time , 
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time , were ever any {o impious, ſo pro- 
phane as to doubr, much leſs deny the 


divine inſpiration and dayly neceſſary and 


profitable uſe of the Lords prayer © 
Anſ. Thirdly , I believe it is almoſt 
unprecedented in former ages, which main- 
tained a conſtant reverence and eſteem 
thereof, as the Lords prayer, and Lord of 
prayers ; But alas ! we are fallen into ſuch - 
an impudent age, wherein many begin to 
ſlight ir, of whom I will ſay no more than 
this, If they bezin to think meanly of Gods 
prayer , what cauſe hath God to think baſely 
of theirs? | 
And now I remember whar Fohn the 
Baptiſt ſaid ro our Saviour, Matth. 3. 14. 
I have need to be baptiFed of thee , and com- 
ef thou 10 me. In humble allufion where- 
unto I may ſay , my prayers have need to 
come to Chrift , ro mediate and intercede 
ro God for them.and to preſent them with 
his 'merits to the Throwe of grace: And now 
his prayer comes tome, ſo the all diſpoſing 
providence of God hath ordered the mat- 
ter, that in the proſecution of my Text, I 
muſt be a weak Advocate in the defence 
there-. 
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thereof. The beſt is, ir mattereth not who 
is the Pleader when God ts the Clyent, and 
what is wanting in my weakneſs and 
worthleſneſs , will be abundantly ſupply- 
ed in the might and merit of the ſubject 
which I undertake. 

Firſt, it is obje&ed thart it is a ſet form of 
prayer,and therefore doth pinion and con- 
fine the wings of the Dove, which ought 
to be at liberty and freedom, to make 
choice of his own expreſſion of ir (elf. It 
is ſaid, Rom. 8.26. The ſpirit it ſelf maketh 
interceſsion for us with groans which can- 
n0t be uttered. It is therefore preſumption 
in man to make himſelf Gods Tnterpreter, 
and to dictate thoſe words whereby his 
Spirit is to impart and communicate it ſelf 
ro the Throvxe of grace ; It was charged on 
the Rebellious Iſraelites, Pal. 73. 41. That 
| they limited the holy one of Iſrael ; no bet- 
ter is their practice , who offer to ſcore 
- out both the path 8& pace to Gods Spirit 
in prayer by pre-deſigning the Numerical 
words, which are to be uſed thereby. Gods 
ſervants are faid to be led by the ſpirit, Ro. 
8. 14. And ſo alſoif ye be led by the Jyirit, 

al. 


\ 
© ww. kk 


_ ce wwe aps wink QC © DJ vt» _ 


The third Reconciler. I25 


Galatians 5.18. But this is leading the 
ſpirit , when men will guide their Condyutt- 
our and draw up a ſer form whereby the 
ſame ſhall be directed. 

An. Thar ſer forms are no reſtrainingsof 
the holy Ghoſt 1n us , appearcth by the pra- 
ice of our Saviour himſelf, Matth. 26.44. 
And went away again, and prayed the third 
time ſaying the ſame words,namely the ſame 
words which he uttered the ſecond time, 
viz. O my Father,if this cup may not paſs 4- 
way from me except I drink it , thy will be 
done.See we here, he who made the tongue 
to ſpeak,who was the frauder,and confoun- 
der of all languages , who needed not by 
premeditation to preſs words for his ſervice 
{ecing millions of wolunteeres proffered 
themſelves to be uſed by him. See I fay, 
him pleaſed notwithſtanding to reſume the 
ſame individual terms which he had utter- 

ed. before. 
| Secondly,next to our Saviour,who may 
be preſumed moſt able to pray then, the 
High Prieſt Aaron, and his two znſpired 
Sons EleaXer and Pines? Yet God in their 
publick bleſſings , lefrthem nor to the li- 
| liberty 
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' berty of their own expreſſions, Num. 6.23, 
Speak unto Aaron and unto his Sons, ſaying, 


on this wiſe, ye ſhall bleſs the children of iſ- 


rael, ſaying unto them , the Lord bleſs thee, 


and keep thee, the Lord make his face ſhine 
upen thee, and be gracious unto thee, the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee , and 
zve thee peace. 
I confeſs they were not confined to thele 
words on all ennergencies and occaſions, 
having the latitude allowed them, that in 


theTemple they might varic from this form 


according to their own diſcretions., Wit- 
neſs the bleſſing of El: to Hannah, 1 Sam. 
I. 17. Go 7 peace, and the God of Iſrael 
grant thee thy Petition , which thou haſt 
asked of him , But otherwiſe God had or- 
dered them not to decede from this form: 
| and as Moſes was to make all things ac- 
cording to the pattern in the Mount, Heb.8. 
5. 90 no doubt the Prieſts conformed 
themſelves in their prayer to every word, 
ſyllable, and etter, of Gods preſcription, 
neither detracting thence, nor adding 
thereunto. 


Thirdly , the Miniſters conceived prayer 


under 
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under the Goſpel, is a ſtinted and preme- 
dirated one, to ſuch people, his Auditonrs, 
who lay Amen thereunto: Their fancies, 
and which is more,their hearts do or ſhould 
go along vith rhe MiniFers 'words , fo 
that he boundeth their meditations, Hz#- 
ther ſhall they come, aud no further. Tf any 
ſay , that notwithſtanding this Obligation 
tothe words of the Mznifter , they may 
make their own Salleys and excurſrons by 
Gods ſpirit in their hearts, to enlarge 
themſclves, and as it were tO comment 1n 
their fehs and grears on the Text of the 
prayers of their Mzniſters,it is ſaid,that no 
leſs liberty is allowed them in all preme- 
ditate forms of prayer , where on the plain 
ſong of the ſet words,the devotion of their 
hearts may deſcant to their own ſpiritual 
contentment. 

Fourthly, none will deny,but Songs and 
Hymns are prayers of thanksgiving,both 
thoſe which David made inthe Old Teſta- 
ment , and thoſe that were uſed by Chri- 
fans in the Primitive times, Epheſ. 5. 19. 
Speaking to your ſelves in Hymns and ſpi- 
Titual (ongs,Colof. 3.26. Admoniſhing one 

| "another 
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another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 


ſongs; Now ſurely ſuch Dzrties would be 
bad, and Notes worle , and the Harmon 
rather ridiculous to move laughter than 
melodious ro raiſe Deyotions , if the fing- 
ers thereof were not predirected to the ve- 
ry words and ſyllables of ' what they ſung 
and chanted in the Church. 

Excellent was the expreſſion of Dotor 
Prefion in point of preaching, and is apply- 
able cqually tro prayer. He would have 4 
Minifter take ſuch pains in ſtudying his ſer- 
01.45 if he relyed not only onGoas asſiſtance; 
but when he cometh to preach the ſame, ſo 
wholly to caſt himſelf on divine aſ#sſtance,as 
#f he relyed not at all on his own ſtudies.Pro- 
portionable wherero, a Chriſtian ſoul may 
compile and compoſe his prayer;,as truſting 
nothing to the Spirit,and yet in the minute 
bf the utterance thereof to God , ſo, quit 
and renounce all efficacie of premeditati- 
on, as conſiſting onely in the concurrence 
of Gods Spirit helping his infirmities. 

Yea, allow the Miniiter able ſtrongly to 
go alone by himſelf without leaning on the 
Leage of any premeditate prayer to ſup- 
port 
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zort him, yet-ſurely he may not onely law- 
tully , but laudably degrade himſelf for 
the cdification of others to ule a ſer form of 
prayer. We know how Facob,able to walk 
faſt himſelf, confined his feer ro the pace 
bf the Children and Ewes big with young, 
Gen.33.13. he would not over-drive them. 
$Scmblably, a Mmz{ter, endowed by God 
with the: gift of extempore prayer, may 
withoutany ſhame to himſelf , and great 
fit to others , go. on pederentim in a 
ſet form, fo to bring up the rear of his moſt 
lagging Auditors to go along with him, 
the more knowingly trom the beginning, 
and cloſe their Amen with him the more 
chearfully in the end of his prayer. 

2. Cavil. Ir is not a prayer of it ſelf,but 
onely a pattern,or draught by which other 
prayers arc to be made, therfore S. Mar. 
faith ; After thismanner therefore pray ye. 

It is. both a pattern for prayer, and a 
 prayerin it ſelf to all purpoſes and in- 
tents. "The. Sr anderd-Buſbel, which com- 
' monly is chained up inthe Market place,is 
not onely a Buſhel ro meaſure Buſhels by, 
(all which oughtto be adequate to the con- 
tent thereof ) but alſo a Buſhel to meaſure 
K grain 
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grain by, it may chance of Wheat,or of ſome 
other grain: {o this of our Saviour his pre- 
ſcribing,is nevertheleſs a compleat and per- 
fect prayer in it ſelf, although alſo ir be a 
Model, Type,or Copy, according to which 
for the eſſentials we ought to conform All 
our {upplications. IE” 
' Third Cavil. I-ſhould be aſhamed to 
ſer down as ſo weak and ſimple, fave that 
ſome in our dayes, who pretend to judge- 
ment,put it in not onely to {well a number; 
but lay much ſtreſs on the ſtrength-there- 
of ; namely, that Chriſt made it in hu mi: 
pority, before he wasarrived at his full 
perfection, 10%” 
I anſwer,as the folly of God is obſerved 
by the Apoſtle wiſer than the wiſdom of 
man, and the weakneſs of God ſtronger 
then the ſtrength of man : ſo may I ay, 
that the 1ninority of Chriſt was more: than 
the 124jority,his nonage than the full” aze, 
his youth than the »waturity of mankind. Be- 
ſides , Chriſt was, Luke 3. 21. about thirty 
years of age when he was baptiſed, the prime 
conceived of mans life , after which-gene- 
rally they impair rather than improve. 
.. Yea, 
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Yea, beſides the Original ſtock of perfe- 
ion brought into the World at his birth, 
he had already received a grand acceflion 
of the holy Spirit at his baptiſm. 
Fourth Cavil. There 1s nothing of 4 
Savioer in this prayer. Itis but'a /egal 014 
Teſtament prayer, whereas we are to ask all 
things 27 the name of Feſwus , no mention 
thereof herein. As therefore ſome Fews 
have a diminitive opinion of the: book of 
Eſther, becauſe theword Fehowa is nor- to 
be found in all the extent thereof , on the 
fame account we may juſtly groufid an un- 
dervaluation of this prayer, wherein the 
name of Jeſus dorti nor appear, which alone 
is ſo of the 2v0rwn- inall ſupplications, 
that without (it they: cannot be preſumed 
acceptable in the Conrt of Heaven. 
Anſ. The name of Feſ«s,thoagh not li- 
terally) yet virtually-and effectually is to 
be found in this prayer. One carmot ſtir a 
ſtep therein, bur in the very Porch of this 
prayer, and at the very Threſhold of this 
Porch he meets with Feſus 4 Saviour, in 
thoſe words our Father. For fain would I 


know who wrought,and broughr this great 
K 2 and 
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and good alteration that God is beheld by 
us under {o comfortable a notion. . How 
came in the Kindred, whence ſprang this 
our filial relation. Man at his laſt parting 
with God,when expulſed Paradiſe, left him 
his adverſary,his enemy, his enraged Fudge, 
whileſt he himſelf was looked on as an of- 
fendor and Malefa&tour. Whereas now all 
things are become new. Such who parted 
in anger, meet in love, of Foes are become 
Friends ; Yea, Father-and Sons. Our Fa- 
ther. 
/ Now none cflced this change fave Fe- 

ſ«s Chriſt by his mercifull Mediation. Is 
not the hand of our Savour clean through 


this prayer © Wherefore as fome Phyſicians 


give not in their receipts the bulk and mafs 


of Herbs and Drugs, but onely their Spi- | 


rits,or their infuſtons, which, though not ſo 
great in quentity,are caſter in the taking, 


_ and ſtronger in the working : ſo in this 


- prayer,though neither the name of Feſws, 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt, is therein uſed, yer the 
werfull influence of both, and ſoveraign 
effet is obvious to every judicious eye, 
cauſing our confident and familiar addref- 
ſes 
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ſes to God, under. the relation of a Fa- 
ther. : 
Fifth Cavi]. The prayer is too ſhort, it 
is not comprehenſive enough of all mens 
neceſſities, which oughe to be repreſented 
therein. Ir is too narrow as not adequate 
to the emergencies of all occaſions. The 
Merchant wanteth a clauſe therein for pro- 
{pcrous Gales to drive his Ship to a ſafe 
Haven and gainfull market. The Souldier 
wants a clauſe to cover his head from dan- 

er, and crown it with victory inthe day of 
ory The Hasband man dilcovereth a de- 
fect, becauſe no expreſs therein for ſeaſon- 
able weather. The wnmarried want a Peti- 
tion for loving Husbands & dutifull Wives, 
and the »#arried for the continuance of the 
goodneſs , or amendment of the badneſs of 
thoſe to whom they are coupled. 

Anſ. Firſt in general. Whereas ſome 
finde fault with the ſhortneſs of che pray- 
er, know, length of prayer is made acrime 
in Scripture, but never the brevity thereof 
charged on any as a guilt, Matth.23.14. 
Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypo- 
crites, for yow devour Widows houſes,and for 


KJ a pre- 
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4 pretence make long prayers. Neither length 
nor ſhortneſs is any whit conſiderable to 
the acceptableneſs thereof , but the thick- 
neſs of a prayer, when it is not empty and 
hollow within, bur well filled with Faith in 
the heart and middle thereof. 

One bought a Map of the whole world, 
and being himſelf an Athenian, Cavilled at 
the Map as imperfect and defective,meerly 
' becauſe his own houſe in Athens was not 
preſented therein, Whereas the whole 
draught being not above a yard ſquare, it 
fell to-rhe proportion of all Europe not to 
be a full foot. All Greece not to be a full 
ſpan, Artica to be bur a little ſpot , and 
Arhens to be a very ſpeck therein, ſo im- 
poſſible was it that- his inviſible houſe 
ſhould appear. As his cauſeleſs Cavil be- 
trayed him 1gnorant in Geography , fo 
their exception diſcovereth their weakneſs 
in Divinity, who expect a prayer to parti- 
cularize every mans necefſities. What was 
ſaid by the way of Hyperbole of our Sa- 
viour, that if all things which he did and 
{pake were written, the World were not 

able to contain them, may it not be literal- 


ly 
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ly ſpoken here, the World, that is, none of 
the men therein could contain ſo volumi- 
nous a - prayer, deſcending to the minutes 
ot all mens withes and wants. No memo- 
ry fo tenacious as to retain it, no voice ſo 
ſtrong as to pronounce it. 

Now although the particulars of every 
mans wants, neither are nor can be expreſ- 
ſed inthis, or any other prayer ; Yet here 
we find their total ſum caſt up and couched 
under general terms. For when it is ſaid, 
give is this day our daily bread. 

Herein the Soxldter is remembred, who 
prayeth for all things neceſlary for his 
condition, when, ſaying, give #5 this day 
our daily bread. Except it be lo, that be- 
ing guilty to himſelf that he is rather a 
plunderer than a fighter, more maintaining 
his livelyhood by violence than valour,ra- 
pine than conqueſt , he conceiveth himſelf 
excluded, who cannot truly call it or dazly 
bread, as conſcious it is none of hi, but 
ſnatch'd from the true owners thereof. 

The Husband-manin this Petition pray- 
cth for all things, which may tend and con- 


duce to the ſeaſonable fruits of the earth s 
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A ſnowy Fanuary , froſty ah pare » dry 
March, ſhowry April, cold and windy May, 
- moiſt and fair Fure, hot and dry Fwly, fair 
and ſunny Auguſt, &c. For how ecaftly can 
God deſtroy in one unſeaſonable Moreth in 
Harveſt, what the concurrence of many 
foregoing Moneths hath hopefully ad- 
. vanced. 

In a word, letnot the ſhortneſs of this 
prayer (which being conſiſtent with fo 
much clearnelſs is a principal honour there- 
of ) becharged upon it for a defect. Con- 
{ider how it was intended for old folk who 
were paſt their memories , for young Chil- 
dren who as yet are not come to their me- 


mories, for ſimple folk who never had, not yf 


will have memorics. © 420 

Laſt Cavil. This Prayer hath notori- 
ouſly been abuſed by the Papiſts to Super- 
flition, and therefore the more ſurely to 
avoid offence, the uſe thereof may ſafely 
be waved and declined. 

Arzſw. It is confeſſed, that this moſt ex- 
celtent Prayer hath been unworthily abu- 
ſed by the Romiſh Church. 

Firſt, by locking it up in the Larine 

tongue, 
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tongue, whereof the generalitie of their 
Layetie is ignorant , praying, as S. Peter 
ſpake at Chriſt his transfiguration, Luke 9. 
33. Not knowing what they ſaid. 

Secondly, Becauſe it hath been abuſed 
in Spels and Exorciſms , to the great disho- 
nor of God, and adyantage of Satay. 

Thirdly , Becauſe wronged with need- 
leſs and impertinent repetitions of their 
Beads, till their tenth bead become a Decu- 
7708, and the ſame ten times told over , 2 
Centurion in their mumbled and multipli- 
ed Devotions. 2 

Here is it worth our obſcrvation , that 
the Lords prayer is abuſed by that very fin, 
for the rectifying and reforming whereof, 
it was Originally by our Saviour inſtituted - 
and intended. Matith. 6. 7. But when you 
pray uſe not vain repetitions as the Heathen 
do, for they think they ſhall be heard for 
their much ſpeaking. Now to repreſs tor- 
mer, and prevent future tautologies , was 
one principal end for which this prayer 
was appointed. Matth. 6.9. After thy man- 
ner therefore pray. Therefore, that is that 
you may-not run on the rock of frivolous 

repeti- 
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repetitions , uſe this prayer ſo free from 
Battolozies, that excepting ſome neceſlarie 
Pronouns of 0#r and Us. the ſame word 
recurreth not twice in the whole extent 
thereof. 
| Yer ſee, I ſay, how the Papz/fs abuſe the 

ſame by repetitions. Doth it not argue a 
very foul ftomack, when the Phyſick intend- 
ed to corre and remove the viciows huy- 
monrs , is turned againſt the true nature 
thereof to increaſe the diseafe of the Pa- 
tient , and how doth it ſpeak the maligni- 
tie of the Popiſh practice , abuſing this 
prayer to end with repetitions, deſigned 0- 
riginally to prevent that il] cuftome. 

However, though it cannot be denyed, 
that the Papiſfs have ſhamefully abuſed 
this prayer, it followeth not, but that 
Chriſtians may retain the true ufe there- 
of.' They muſt «-#:g:y purge away Popiſh 
ſuperſtitions from the ſame , but may not 
on that pretence aip:y utterly take it away 
and expel it our of their publick or private 
devorions. 

Firſt Uſe. It ſerveth to confute thoſe, 


who over-eſtcem the Lords prayer. 
Lueit, 
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neſt. Is this poflible, are men capable 
of excels in this kinde of giving roo much 
reverence or reſpect to this prayer, or any 
other part and portion of Gods word. 
Surely if it be an errrour, it is one on the 
RO rather to be pitied and pardon- 
ed,than publickly reproved. 

I confels an utter impoſſibility of over- 
priling any part of Gods word, but men 
may be immoderate 8& unadviled 'in their 
undiſcreet manifcſting 8 declaring of their 
eſteem of the Lords prayer, whoin ſome 
ſenſe may be ſaid to over- value it, though 
in fine, and effect it doth prove an under- 
yaluation thereof, 

Such therefore are fauſtie in undiſcreet 
expreſſion of their reſpe& ro the Lords 
Prayer, who confine all perſons, at all 
times to that alone, not allowing them li- 
bertie to make uſe of other forms.as occa- 
ſion ſhall require. Where we may obſerve, 
That the Apoſtles of Chriſt in the As, 
and elſewhere, on the emergencies of fun- 
drie matters which called for their prayers, 
expreſſed themſelves in other language, 


accommodated to the occaſion,and waved 
thele 
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theſe very words of our Saviours preſcri- 
ption, as too general , and not coming up 
cloſe enough to their urgent neceſlities. 
Wherefore, though we will not ſay of the 
Lords Prayer, none but it , 1 may fay as 
David did of Goliah's ſword, None « like 
wnto it. Though it be not to be uſed Ex- 
clu{fvely to ſhut out all other, yet is it E- 
minently to be preferred before the reſt. 

I will add one thing more , What me- 
tals ſocver the ring of thy deyotions be 
made of, the Lords Prayer is a good Dia- 
211d to cloſe and conclude with , of what 
wood ſoever the one of the darts of thy 
prayers doth conſiſt , the Lords Prayer is 
the beſt ſharp Pile to pierce heaven, and to 
be put on at the end of thy own deyoti- 
ONS. 

Greater is the folly of ſuch people, who 
in a manner Idolatrize to the very words 
and ſyllables of the Lords Prayer, as if 
men were ſo ſtrictly tied up thereunto, as 
not to recede one tittle from the ſame. 
W hereas we may perceive ſome ſmall dif- 
ference in the two forms preſented in 
S. Matthew and S. Luke's Goſpel. The va- 

riation 
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ation of one, and tranſpoſition of two or 
three words, not to add, that the Doxolo- 
gie inſerted in the one is omitted inthe 
other, as if purpoſely done to confure and 
diſcompole the ſuperſtition of ſuch who 
ſtick in ſuch ſyllabical curioſities. 
| - Truly Iam atraid, if ſome might have 
bad their wills , Chriſtian libertie mighe 
have been much prejudiced by the obtruſi- 
on of this prayer alone upon their practice, 
and dare boldly fay, that fome mens roo 
much crying up of the neceflitic of this 
prayer at all times hath occaſioned others 
our of their ſpirin of oppoſition, a mi- 
ſchicf. which mortal frailtic is much fub- 
je ( efpecially in controvertial days , and 
in the frowardnefs of the aged world ) too 
much to flight, negleR, and under-value 
the fame. 

For where the former humour of over- 
prifing this prayer hath infected their 
hundreds.che latter of under-eſteeming the 
ſame hathy infefted their thouſands ; who in 
their uncivil, not ro ſay profane exprefſi- 
ons, have vented much contempt of this 


holy & heavenly prayer & pattern thereof. 
| And 
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And here let me ſafely expreſs what 1 
fear may be the true cauſe thereof, and let 
ſuch,who are faulry therein make a ſcruti- 
ny in their own conſciences,whether I ſpeak 
not too much truth in this point, Are they 
not out of charity with the Lords Prayer, 
becauſe there is ſo much charity in: the 
Lords Prayer? There is one Petition there- 
in, which if they leave out they make the 
Prayer lame, and if they put it in they: make 
themſelves liars. Namely, and forgive us 
our treſp aſſes as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
azainſt us; doth not their revengetfull-and 
vindicative hearts harbour {ſo much ma- 
lice againſt their adverſaries, that they: are 
loath to forgive them, and defire forgive- 
nels from God, on the condition that they 
forgive others? now,though.I will nor 'po- 
fitively afhrm rhe ſame , yet becauſe ir car- 
ricth with it a great probability, Miniſters 
may be jealous of their people with a g0d- 
ly jealouſfie, as they may be jealous over 
their own hearts;and if their conſcience ac- 
quit them on this enquiry, happy are they, 
and no hurt is done by this cauleleſs ſuſpi- 
tONn, l 

Te 
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To conclude; Parents of Children, and 


| eſpecially Mothers;.: may take: notice, thar: | 


their little ones. in ſaying the Lords Prayer. 
are generally out at this Petition. And 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. Not one 
lirtle Child of ten ſayerh it a right,and in 
the right place; ſome paſs over and wholy 
omit it, ſome tranſpoſe it, very few truly 
pronounce it, whereof this the reaſon, Tre(- 
aſſes once and again in this Petition,is as 
bad as a Shiboleth to try the liſping tongue 
of a Child, there being a conflux of ſeve- 
ralConſonants,& ſome hard ſounded there- 
in, ſo that it poſeth all the offices of ſpeech 
in a Childs mouth diſtinctly to utrer the 
ſame. Oe, | 
| Let not Parents be angry with their 
Children for not ſpeaking it, but with 
themſelves for not practicing ir, they beat 
their Children for not ſaying it, God may 
juſtly beat them for not doing it. I confeſs 
ſuch - forgiveneſs 7oeth” againſt fleſh and 
bloud, but fleſh and bloud ſhall never en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, we muſt 
be acted with higher principles, if we 
hope 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
; 


